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Who looks after the vicarage? Jesus the best therapist of all Prayer for America 

The faces behind the bricks and mortar Counselling in a Christian context By Christian Barr (aged nine) 
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On 5 October, people all over the Oxford Diocese responded to the Archbishop 


of Canterbury’s invitation for a day of prayer for peace, justice and reconciliation 


IN Oxford the Bishop Richard 
joined officer workers, students 
and shoppers for 15 minutes of 
prayer at St Aldate’s Church. 
Diocesan staff gathered for 
prayer in the tiny Church of St 
Laurence next door to Church 
House. In Reading at 6pm the 
Bishop of Reading led an hour 
of prayer at Greyfriars Church. 

It isn’t often that prayer hits the 
headlines but the invitation to 
pray on 5 October went straight 
to the heart of a nation deeply 
unsettled by the events of 11 
September: Fox FM, an inde- 
pendent local radio station car- 
ried adverts calling people to 
pray and the Henley Standard 
put news of the prayer day on 
its front page with details of 
local church services. 

The invitation was issued by 
national Church leaders across 
who suggested that people in all 
walks of life should join a spe- 
cial day of prayer for peace , jus- 
tice and reconciliation following 
the tragedies in America. 

Grief and uncertainty 

Announcing the joint initiative 
the Archbishop of Canterbury 
said: ‘We have all felt grief, 
anger, fear and uncertainty. A 
great many people, perhaps 
unprecedented numbers, feel 
unsure what the future now 
holds and where to seek guid- 
ance and support in charting a 


path towards it. Our response 
as human beings to such 
uncertainty may take many 
forms. But as Christians we 
believe that prayer, and the 
simple but demanding act of 
laying our hopes and fears 
before God, is a vital part of 
that response. 

Compassion and hope 

The Church leaders of all the 
main denominations gathered 
at Lambeth Palace on the 
morning of 5 October Their 
open invitation to prayer high- 
lighted the need for ‘compas- 
sion; hope for the future, and 
renewed commitment to serv- 
ing the purposes of God’s 
Kingdom.’ They also spoke of 
an opportunity to pray for 
peace, justice and reconciliation 
between peoples and faiths. Dr 
Carey emphasised that the invi- 
tation to pray was open to peo- 
ple of other faiths and ‘to any- 
one on a spiritual journey or 
seeking to embark on one; to 
people of no faith. No one is 
excluded. All are welcome’. 

There were no major set 
pieces on 5 October. 
Throughout the day the 
emphasis was on small local 
initiatives. In the Oxford 
Diocese churches everywhere 
extended their opening hours 
for prayer and reflection and 
held special services. In the 


i 

Long Crendon area three 
churches were open from 8am 
to dusk and prayers written in 
a book of prayer requests were 
offered together with prayers 
for peace and justice at 7pm. 
At the Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone, Milton Keynes 
there were prayers for peace at 
12.30pm in the same week 
that a book of condolences 
signed by people across 
Milton Keynes was sent to the 
American Embassy. 

Worship and candles 

Despite major building works 
Dorchester Abbey kept open 
later than usual while in 
Rotherfield Peppard and 
Rotherfield Greys the Rector 
and Curate were in church for 
two hours in the middle of the 
day for anyone dropping in 
over their lunch hour. In Iver 
church leaders, both clergy and 
lay led prayers at intervals 
though the day. St Helen’s 
Abingdon held a Eucharist for 
Peace, and there was Taize 
worship in Headington Quarry 
and candles to light in Thame, 
Finchampstead and Hanney. 

The invitation included some 
prayers including this ‘Simple 
Prayer in Troubled Times’: 

God of love, 
turn our hearts to 
your ways; 
and give us peace. 


SWORDS INTO PLOUGHSHARES is the first of four posters in the Diocese's 'Sharing Life 
{ through Advent 7 project by the Newbury artist, Paul ForsetThe soldier's sword is being lowered in 

H arm, a dove flies overhead and in the distance is the temple on Mount Zion. The posters, 

e prophecies of Isaiah, are for use on Advent Sundays as a focus for worship. There is also 
k with postcard size pictures, reflection notes, a candle and ideas for all the family. For 
n touch with Jenny Hyson, Children's Adviser on 01865 208255 or Danny Sullivan, 
Education on 01865 208236. For orders contact Valerie Hooley on 01865 108157. 

There are details of four Sharing Life through Advent evenings in The DOORPost and the Diocesan website 
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News 


in brief 


Sharing Life in dangerous times 


THERE can be little doubt that 
the present world situation is 
both fragile and fraught with 
danger and difficulty. The 
veneer of the security of life has 
again been stripped away and 
we are left facing some funda- 
mental issues. Many people are 
afraid and uncertain of the 
future. I was talking to a 16 
year old girl ten days ago and 
she finished the conversation 
by saying she had heard that 
dying from a nuclear bomb 
was not too painful as you 
exploded from the inside out. 
For her the future held the pos- 
sibility of real horror: 

Facing stark reality 

In the face of all this Sharing 
Life can either pale into 
insignificance or we can actual- 
ly begin to discover its true 
importance. If ‘Sharing Life’ is 
just a means to keep the present 
understanding of Church alive 
then it will be marginalised and 
deservedly so. If, however, we 
grasp the moment, and recog- 
nise that in Christ we can face 
stark reality and with Him 
speak into a seeming darkness, 


then we will dis- 
cover that 

Sharing Life is 
exactly what it 
claims to be and 
we will share the 
life of Christ with 
fellow human 
beings exactly where they are 
and how they are. 

This is simply to rediscover 
the way God has shown us in 
the person of Jesus. Jesus never 
spoke from afar: He always 
met people where they were, 
and shared life with them in 
such a way that they could 
respond to it and begin to expe- 
rience it. In this He did not sim- 
ply follow his own initiative. 
Throughout his ministry He 
was concerned to discover His 
Father’s will and longing, and 
become a channel for the grace 
of God to reach out to touch the 
confused, broken and hurting. 

Discipline of prayer 

Central to the life of Jesus was 
His life of prayer; and constant- 
ly and consistently He sought 
the heart of His Father. For 
Jesus, prayer was a discipline of 


life, but also 
much more. 
Throughout the 
Gospel record 
we are given an 
insight into the 
intimacy of 
community 
which there was between the 
Father and the Son, bound 
together by the power of the 
Spirit. The amazing fact of 
God’s grace is that this commu- 
nity of the Trinity is not her- 
metically sealed or self-con- 
tained. The invitation is that 
through the work of Christ, and 
by the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit we can share in that com- 
munity. As we do so we will dis- 
cover that our perception and 
understanding are being trans- 
formed, and we will begin to see 
from a new perspective and dis- 
cover a new motivation and 
direction for living. It is as we 
respond to living in community 
with the Trinity that we will dis- 
cover the true centrality of 
prayer and find ourselves seek- 
ing the will of the Father and 
interceding for his world. It is at 
this point that we will discover 


the reality of Sharing Life. 
Sharing Life places uncreasing 
prayer at the heart of all min- 
istry. That may be the ideal, 
but it is one which many of us 
individually, let alone corpo- 
rately, find hard to fulfil. If, 
however, we experienced 
prayer within ‘the context of 
true community and recog- 
nised that we were touching 
and relating to the community 
of the Father, the Son and the 
Spirit, them maybe our praying 
would discover a new well 
spring. 

Prayer Breakfast 

On the 17 November there 
will be a Prayer Breakfast 
which will hopefully enable us 
to explore praying in this com- 
munity way. We will meet 
around a meal table and in the 
context of fellowship and 
community, continue to seek 
God’s way for us in His world. 

Saturday 1L7 November 2001 

Prayer Breakfast - praying around the 
table 8.30 to 11.30am in St Mary's 
Church, Thame Please let Katrina know 
you are coming on 01844-216097 


CHRIS NEAL 
WRITES 



Off-duty date for the Bishop's chaplain 


The Revd Michael Brierley,the Bishop of Oxford’s Chaplain, 
married Joss Handy at St John’s Church, Glastonbury on 29 
September. The couple will live in Marston, Oxford. 


The agony and ecstasy of old age 


PEOPLE are living longer and 
at the same time questions are 
being asked about the quality 
of these extended lives. These 
related trends were explored 
by the Revd Dr James 
Woodward, Director of the 
Lady Katherine Leveson 
Centre in Birmingham. He 
was speaking at Diocesan 
Church House on 17 
September at a training day 
called ‘The Extra Dimension’. 

Speaking of the ‘agony and 
ecstasy’ of old age Dr 
Woodward said: ‘This is no 
‘retirement’ agenda. Life, 
time, experiences, memories, 
hurts, money, status, achieve- 
ments - life may become sim- 
plified but it is also focussed.’ 
This he said means that 
opportunities for spiritual 
development continue. Skilled 
and sensitive counselling may 


be needed to help older peo- 
ple embrace death and deal 
with depression and the con- 
tinual adjustments demanded 
by the ageing process. ‘As 
older people need and accept 
more care they are the 
embodiment of the Christian 
principle that all life is sacred 
and the person, not his or her 
productivity, is what is val- 
ued,’ Jim Woodward con- 
cluded. 

Another speaker at the 
Conference was Mrs Dot 
Hooker, Bishop’s Adviser for 
Older People in the Rochester 
Diocese, who offered some 
practical suggestions for 
working with older people. 

The training day was part of 
the Dioce:san Board of Social; 
Responsibility’s project on the 
‘Spiritual! Care of Older 
People’. 


Remembering road victims 


ONE MILLION people are 
killed on the roads each year 
worldwide. Victims will be 
officially remembered on 11 
November which has been 
designated the European Day 
of Remembrance for Road 
Traffic Victims. There will be 
services in places of worship 


throughout the UK and 
Europe. The Pope will be 
among church leaders pray- 
ing for road traffic victims on 
this recognised day of 
remembrance. 

Details and information on 
RoadPeace and the services 
from 0208 614 0205. 


Children stamp out bullying 


THE Marlborough Church of 
England School in Woodstock 
has won a £2500 award 
because its children are leading 
the way in trying to stamp out 
bullying. The children in year 
eight responded to a challenge 
from the Thames Valley 
Partnership, a charity working 
with local communities, to set 


up a project. So 12 children 
came up with The SS Project 
(Secondary School Sussed). 
This involves a ‘buddy’ system 
for all year seven students 
entering the school and a 
booklet giving advice to the 
new pupils. For details contact 
Deputy Head Pam Maynard 
01993 811431 


Dogs, gerbils and a donkey 


TWO services were held in 
October for a very special con- 
gregation consisting of dogs, 
gerbils and even a donkey 
called Pollyanne. A ‘Service of 
Thanksgiving for Creation 
and Blessing of Animals’ was 
held on 14 October at All 
Saints Wokingham when 


Bishop John Baker, a former 
Bishop of Salisbury, preached 
and blessed the animals. On 7 
October at the Church of St 
John Vianney, Wantage, more 
than a hundred people and 
their animals turned up to be 
blessed by the parish priest 
Father Peter Turbitt. 


The work goes on in Bethlehem 


ABCD (Action around 
Bethlehem Children with 
Disability), a charity based 
in Long Crendon, helps dis- 
abled children in the Holy 
Land. Despite the current 
crisis in Palestine, ABCD are 
not only continuing their 


work with The Bethlehem 
Arab Society for 
Rehabilitation but also sup- 
porting an Emergency Crisis 
Intervention Programme. 

Georgina Mortimer on 0208 
343 4246 can tell you more. 


Faiths gather in the region 


ON 29 November people of dif- 
ferent faiths in the Thames 
Valley area of the South East 
Region will gather together at 
Baptist House, Didcot to learn 
how regional government 
works. They will also consider 


ways in which faith groups can 
work together with the South 
East Region towards some 
shared goals. Speakers include 
Canon David Grimwood. 
Details from the Revd Glyn 
Evans on 01 608 674567. 


Sight impaired people can now get a free audio ver- 
sion of The DOOR by contacting Graham 
Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 


I.A.P.S 



C.S.A 


St George’s School, Windsor Castle 


Pre-Preparatory and Preparatory Day and Boarding School 
for Boys and Girls 3-13 years 

VOICE TRIALS 

For Boys ( 6 V 2 - 9 years old) 

Saturday 3rd November 2001, 9.00arn 

Open Auditions will be held for Choristerships (worth up to 50% of the school fees) 

Visit our website to find out more about the daily life of a Chorister 
at St George’s Chapel, Windsor 

For further information, please contact: 

J. Roger Jones, Head Master 
St. George’s School, Windsor Castle, Berkshire SL4 1QF 
Tel: 01753 865553 Fax: 01753 842093 
Email: enqs@stgwindsor.co.uk 
Website: www.stgwindsor.co.uk 


THE ETHICAL PARTNERSHIP 

Independent Financial Advisers 

• Ethical St Socially Responsible 
Investment Specialists (onshore and 
offshore) 

• Retirement Planning (inc. Stakeholder 
Pensions) 

• Inheritance Tax SC Long Term Care 

Planning «. 


FREEPHONE : 0800 0924090 


The Ethical Partnership is a member of IFA Network Ltd which is 
regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. Also a member of 
UKSIF (UK Social Investment Forum) 
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Lead us heavenly father lead us 


'Nothing like this has been done before 
in the Diocese’ says Keith Lamdin as 
144 clergy embark on a 
'servant leadership’ programme 


PRIESTS and lay people alike 
are all too aware of the 
opportunities and challenges 
facing the Church today. 
However; they are often less 
certain about how to tackle 
them. 

One hundred and forty four 
clergy in the Oxford Diocese 
are taking take part in a new 
leadership training course in 
order to lead the Church 
more effectively. Part of the 
course is a questionnaire 
where participants not only 
score themselves but also ask 
others to assess such qualities 
as their ability to inspire and 
their organisational skills. 


‘Nothing like this has been 
done before in the Diocese’ 
said Keith Lamdin, convener 
of the course’s tutor team. 
‘The Church needs to be well 
led if it is to survive in the 
contemporary world. One of 
the most significant strands of 
feedback in the Bishop of 
Oxford’s consultations which 
led to the launch of the 
Sharing Life initiatives was 
about the need for more 
inspiring leadership,’ he said. 

At the heart of the course, 
called ‘Developing Servant 
Leaders’ is a model of servant 
leadership very different from 
the worldly idea of leadership 


based on power. The model is 
the one Jesus gave us of a ser- 
vant leader committed to lov- 
ing God and his neighbour 
with all his mind and all his 
heart and all his strength and 
all his soul. The intention, 
Keith Lamdin says, is not to 
produce robot managers but 
to encourage clergy and lay 
people of integrity and vision 


to become leaders who know 
where they are going and are 
able to take others with them. 

The course has been devel- 
oped by its tutor team, Keith 
Lamdin, Canon Barbara 
Doubtfire, Parish 

Development Adviser in the 
Oxford Archdeaconry, the 
Revd Diane Clutterbuck, the 
Diocesan Continuing 


Ministerial Education 

Adviser and a minster in the 
Methodist Church and the 
Revd Mike Williams, Area 
Dean of Chipping Norton 
who was formerly Chief 
Executive in the Radcliffe 
Infirmary Trust, Oxford. 

A pilot scheme tried out 
earlier this year on area 
deans and lay chairmen and 
women was so successful 
that the Bishops have invited 
another cross section of 144 
clergy to take part. It is 
anticipated that eventually 
all the clergy in the Diocese 
of incumbent status will have 
an opportunity to participate 


in the programme. 

In addition to completing the 
self-assessment question- 
naire, those on the leader- 
ship course also take part in 
two 48 hour residential 
workshops and a day led by 
a bishop. 

Although the leadership 
programme is targeted at 
clergy its benefits will be 
widely shared at the High 
Wycombe Convention in July 
next year when the theme of 
the Thursday and Friday will 
be ‘Training leaders in the 
principles, priorities and val- 
ues of Sharing Life’. 
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Proud day for first Portfolio graduates 


THE DIOCESAN PORTFOLIO SCHEME is now 

being used by 250 people who are training for all 
types of ordained and lay ministry. Two years ago 
the scheme was validated by Oxford Brookes 
University who will award certificates, Diplomas, 
Degrees and Masters for work done through our 
Portfolio scheme. Our very first two graduates 
Bob Peters and Ruth Sims both training for 
licensed lay ministry were pictured (second and 
third from the left) at the Awards Ceremony at 
Oxford Brookes on 15 September. With them 
are the course tutors (left to right): The Revd 
Philip Tovey, The Revd Joanna Coney and The 
Revd Canon Keith Lamdin. 


RUTH SIMS WRITES: 

'Learning by Portfolio is a bit like a new-born 
foal learning to walk. You want to do it, you 
know you can do it and once you get the hang of 
it you are up and running. It has been a won- 
derful experience and a most enjoyable way to 
learn and study. And now, through my Portfolio 
work, I not only have my Certificate from 
Oxford Brookes University but I am looking for- 
ward to being licensed as a licensed lay minis- 
ter in Christ Church Cathedral and serving in 
my Benefice of Ramsden, Finstock and Fawler, 
and Leafield with Wychwood and Wilcote.' 


1 50 years of 
teacher training 

BARONESS Kathleen 
Richardson, a former presi- 
dent of the Baptist 
Conference, was the preacher 
at a recent service of thanks- 
giving for the 150th anniver- 
sary of the founding of 
Westminster College. 

The college was founded by 
the Methodists to train teach- 
ers for its day schools in a 
part of London where there 
was little provision for the 
poor. The college moved to 
Oxford in 1959, but on 7 
October staff and former 
students returned to the 
original site in Westminster, 
London, before attending the 
anniversary service at the 
Methodist Central Hall. 

Last year Westminster 
College merged with Oxford 
Brookes University and 
became the Westminster 
Institute of Education. 


Listening to the 
voices of the poor 

ANXIETY caused by debt can 
be all-consuming. On 3 
November at Wesley 
Memorial Hall, Oxford from 
9.30 - 1pm there will be a 
‘debt hearing’ to explore how 
debt affects all of us. Organised 
by the Oxford Church Action 
on Poverty group (OXCAP) it 
will include speakers with direct 
experience of struggling against 
low income and debt. All are 
welcome and entry is free. 
Phone Hubert Allen on 01865 
727026 if you would like to stay 
for lunch. 


Don’t forget the Oxford 
Sleepout in St Clement's 
Churchyard, Oxford on 24 
November which over the last 
sixty years has raised £103,000 
for homeless people. If you can't 
face a night under the stars you 
can pay £15 to sleep in your own 
bed! David Belton on 01869 
350405 will give you details. 


Good response to our DOOR survey 
THANK YOU to all those of you who completed the DOOR Survey. 
We received 770 back which, according to Greg Smith, managing 
director of MRSL who designed the survey for us, is a reasonable 
response. 'The answers have provided a wealth of information about 
the readers' attitudes as well as about the readers themselves', he 
said. At the time of going to press the analysis of your replies is 
incomplete. However details will be published in due course. 


Saintly calendar 
for Oxford Diocese 

THE Bishop of Reading and 
the Diocesan Liturgical 
Committee have produced a 
Calendar of Saints from the 
Oxford Diocese. Nomin- 
ations were asked for and 
hundreds were received. 
Bishop Dominic said that it 
was a ‘humbling experience 
reading the nominations to 
see such lives of holiness’. 

Included in the Calendar, 
which will be available from 
the Diocesan website 
(www.oxford.anglican.org) 
is Thomas Scott, founder 
member of the Church 
Missionary Society and 
Rector of Aston Sandford 
from 1801 - 1821. 

Among the other godly 
men and women who have 
had a connection with the 
Diocese of Oxford and are 
included in the Calendar are: 
Charles Gore, Harriet 
Monsell, John Keble, John 
Henry Newman, St Birinus, 
Edward Pusey, William 
Tyndale, Thomas Cramner, 
John Wycliffe. 

At first the Calendar will 
only be available on the web- 
site. However there is a pos- 
sibility that it will eventually 
be produced in booklet form. 
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Fax: 01865 379890. E-mail: bishopdorchester@oxford.anglican.org 
Archdeacon The Venerable John Morrison, Christ Church, Oxford 
0X1 1DP Tel: 01865 204440. Fax 204465. 

E-mail: archdoxf@oxford.anglican.org 
ARCHDEACONRY OF BERKSHIRE 
Bishop of Reading The Right Revd Dominic Walker, 0GS, 
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Tel: 01189 841216. Fax: 0118 984 1218. 

E-mail: bishopre&ding@oxford. anglican.org 

Archdeacon The Venerable Norman Russell, Foxglove House, 

Love Lane, Donnington, Newbury, Berks RG14 2JG Tel: 01635 552820. 
Fax: 01635 522165. E-mail: archdber@oxford.anglican.org 
ARCHDEACONRY OF BUCKINGHAM 
Bishop of Buckingham The Rt Revd Mike Hill, 

Sheridan, Grimms Hill, Great Missenden, Bucks HP16 9BD 
Tel: 01494 862173. Fax: 01494 890508. 

E-mail : bishopbucks@oxford.anglican.org 

Archdeacon The Venerable David Goldie, 60 Wendover Road, Aylesbury, 
Bucks HP21 9LW Tel: 01296 423269. Fax: 01296 397324. 
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Semi Retired 
Teachers Ltd 

Are you recently retired? 

Do you want to return to 
teaching - but slowly? 

We need local teachers in 
all areas and subjects who 
would prefer to work a few 
days a week or month. 

Pay rates £100 - £200 per 
day. 

Call/Fax Roger or Liz at: 

01635 201055 

or Email: SRTItd@aoI.com 
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People & places 



NICK ASTON and Zoe Savin (left and right above) have both 
received high honours from the Royal School of Church Music. 
Nick, Head Chorister at St Giles, Oxford, and pupil at Cheney 
School was presented with the St Nicolas Award. This is the high- 
est examination for choristers, with a demanding syllabus. Nick 
is 14 years old and this summer sang in the Garsington Opera's 
production of 'The Magic Flute'. Zoe Savin, also 14, received her 
junior St Cecilia medal from Father David West, Priest in Charge 
at Christ Church, Reading. The award is the highest junior medal 
given by the Royal College of Church Music. Zoe has been singing 
in the Christ Church choir for five years. 


Lifting up their voices 

BELOW are listed the successful candidates for the annual 
Bishop’s Choristers Awards 2001 in the Thames and Chiltern 
Area. The candidates will be presented to the Bishop of Oxford 
in Christ Church Cathedral at Evensong on 24 November. 

Junior Bishop’s Choristers 

St Nicolas’, Newbury: Daniel Peacock and Christopher Scott 

All Saints, Marlow: Stephen Buss 
St Peter’s Caversham: Michael Weatherley 

St Mary the Virgin, Burghfield: Alexander Burrington, Victoria Knapp 

St Nicolas’, Taplow: Rosemary Taylor 
St Laurence, Winslow: Kirsty Wading, Ruth Ryalls 

St Peter and St Paul, Deddington: Felicity Nicol 
St Mary’s, Thatcham: Joanne Dunwell 
St Peter and St Paul, Newport Pagnell: Sarah Mazzone 
St John the Baptist, Cookham Dean: Rebecca Billinghurst 
St Michael’s, Blewbury: Alice Hughes 

Senior Bishop’s Choristers 

St Nicolas, Newbury: Robert Willis, Alan Whitaker Felicity Whitaker 
St Peter’s, Caversham: Margaret Pearson, Susan Alexander, 
Catherine Radcliffe, Alveen Thoresen 

St Mary the Virgin, Burghfield: Charlotte Clements 

St Laurence, Winslow: Alison Shaw, Lindsay Wading and Cherie Rush 

St Peter and St Paul, Newport Pagnell: Sarah Gordon 

St John the Baptist, Cookham Dean: Michelle Hancock 

St Michael’s, Blewbury: Laura Barrance, Rebecca Lay 

St Mary and St Laurence, Wallingford: Amanda Griffin, Kate 

Spence, John Cozens and Roger Morgan 


What’s On stop press 

Sat 3 November CIPPENHAM, SLOUGH Autumn Bazaar at St 
Andrew’s Shared Church in aid of the Building Project 01628 661966. 
Sat 1 7 November ABINGDON The Salvation Army are holding a 
Christmas Bazaar from 9am to 3pm at 13 West St Helens Street in aid 
of their work in the church and the community. 

Sat 24 November WING nr Leighton Buzzard All Saints Church 
Grand Christmas Bazaar at Wing Village Hall from 10.30am. with 
stalls, games, refreshments, Father Xmas and lots more 

WE ARE SORRY for omitting Robert Langton from the list of 
those ordained priest on 30 October at the Minster Church, 
Reading by Bishop Dominic. Apologies too to All Saints, 
Boyne Hill Maidenhead where he is serving as a Curate. 


SNIPPETS 


‘He shared himself fully with others’ 

Mark Bulman died on August 21 aged 40. He was Rector of 
the Claydons in Buckinghamshire for only a year but his short 
ministry touched many people's lives, writes Edgar Mitchell 


THE BULMANS moved to 
Buckinghamshire from 
Suffolk in August 2000 
excited by the opportunities 
for growth in 
a united 
parish. Mark 
blacked out in 
the car in 
November, 
took his last 
service on 
Christmas Day 
and in January 
was diagnosed 
with brain 
tumours. On 
21 August he 
died at his home in Steeple 
Claydon. He leaves his wife 
Juliet, their three children, 
Toby (6), Joseph (4) and 
Faith (2) and his 16 year-old 
* son William, from his first 
marriage. 

Mark enjoyed life and this 
commended him to all. He 
was an instinctive father and 
an especially loving husband, v 
He had an easy, gentle way 
with everybody, from babies 
to older folk. He shared 
himself fully with others 


even when that made him 
vulnerable and had a special 
ministry to those going 
through difficult times (or 
on the margins). 
He had gifts of 
preaching, teach- 
ing and praying 
and a passionate 
desire to help all 
people come to 
know and under- 
stand Jesus. He 
was also a vision- 
ary, always look- 
ing to establish 
more efficient 
models of min- 
istry and opportunities to re- 
present the Gospel in today’s 
postmodern society. 

Throughout his illness 
Mark remained hopeful and 
smiling. People who visited 
saw the peace of Christ in 
him and they saw his joy in 
the Lord. Mark’s short time 
as Rector has had a big 
impact on church and com- 
munity, causing people to 
love and pray more. 

Edgar Mitchell is the father of 
Juliet, Mark's widow 



Easy ways to help at Christmas 


All is not well down 
the priest hole 

ITS just before Christmas, and 
David Lydgard has been 
appointed churchwarden of 
the ancient church of St 
Michael. But all is not as it 
seems. To start with, part of his 
present turns up to haunt him. 

This premiere of the The 
Priest Hole , a new play by 
established local writer Peter 
Mottley (who has written sto- 
ries for The DOOR) will be 
staged by Night Train 
Productions at the Church of 
St Mary the Virgin, 
Whitchurch-on-Thames from 
11 to 15 December. 

The play has been specially 
written to be performed in 
churches but it does not have 
an overt Christian message. It 
does however, raise some very 
relevant moral questions sucn 
as should you show mercy to 
a merciless enemy? 

Performances of The Priest Hole 
are at 8pm (Saturday matinee 
4pm) Tickets (£8) are available on 
the door or from 0118 960 6060. 

Christingle brings kids 
in from the cold 

‘CHRISTINGLES are a crack- 
ing way of helping children cel- 
ebrate Christmas and discover 
what the gospel means.’ says 
the Revd David Rhodes, 
Children’s Society chaplain and 
well-known writer and broad- 
caster. This year the Children’s 
Society’s Christingle services 
focus on young runaways and 
aim to ‘Bring a child in from 
the cold this Christmas.’ 

For a free starter pack contact Esther 
Whittlesea on 0207 841 4435 


A prisoner’s prayer 

LORD can you forgive me for 
hurting my son. I didn’t realise 
that all it takes is my love, son. I 
thought money would bring you 
happiness: all it did was make 
you think that things were more 
important than people. I thought 
spanking you would make you 
tough, so you could defend your- 
self: all it did was stop me from 
seeking wisdom so that I could 
discipline and teach you. 


Truly the Lord is in this place... 

this is the gate of heaven’ 
is the theme of Prisons Week 
1 8 to 24 November 


I thought that leaving you alone 
would make you independent: all 
it did was make my first-born to 
be a father to my other children. 
I thought by ‘smoothing over’ 
family problems I was keeping 
peace: all I was teaching you was 
to run rather than lead. 

I thought that, by pretending to 
be the perfect family, I was 
bringing you respectability: all I 
was teaching you was to live a lie 
and keep a secret. I thought that 
all I had to do to be your father 
was make money and supply all 
your material needs: all I taught 
you was that there is more to 
being a dad. The problem is, now 
you have to guess what being a a 
dad really is. 

Dear God, I hope my son can 
read this prayer. My tears have 
smudged a lot of the words. 

Son, I don’t know if my letter or 
my prayer has helped you or not, 
but I hope you will reply to them. 
God bless you, son! Love, Dad 

This prayer was written by John when he 
was in Bullingdon Prison. Bullingdon 
needs people to help in the Visitors 
Centre which provides an important ser- 
vice to prisoners' families. Details from 
Shirley Gray 01869 322111 ext 437. 


ARE you thinking of ways 
your church could help local 
people in need? Many of the 
churches in Abingdon have 
organised Christmas collec- 
tions in recent years. People 
have enjoyed contributing and 
working together. The collec- 
tion is very simple to set up: 

1 . In the run up to Christmas 
encourage church members 
and local people to bring 
items into church and put 
them into three large boxes: 

Food box: Tea, coffee, dried milk, 
sugar; cup-a-soups, jellies, tinned 
items, marmite, peanut butter; jam, 
honey, biscuits, chocolate, sweets 
and tinned puddings. 

Clothing box: Clean blankets, 
sheets, sleeping bags, towels, 
socks, gloves, new underwear, 
woolly hats and warm clothing. 
Toiletries box: Sachets of sham- 
poo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
soap, combs, shaving cream, anti- 
perspirant, toilet rolls and tissues. 


2. Put up a poster outside your 
church and distribute details to 
church members to take into 
local work places etc. 

3. Contact one or two of the 
centres near you which help 
the homeless and arrange to 
deliver the items you have^ol- 
lected. Only take items the 
centre requires. 

Christmas Knit-In 

The aim is to bring people 
together to knit woolly hats for 
homeless people. Prior to the 
knit-in the following knitting 
pattern is circulated to day cen- 
tres and homes/sheltered 
accommodation for the elderly. 
Using size 6 needles cast on 100 
stitches. Knit 1, pearl 1 rib until 
work measures 15 inches. Then rib 
2, together to end. 50 stitches. 
Thread yam through remaining 
stitches, draw up and fasten off 
securely. Using a flat stitch, join long 
side seam. Roll back edge. 


Bishop Mike cuts Resources tape 



THE BISHOP OF BUCKINGHAM opened the third Midlands 
Christian Resources Exhibition at the Birmingham NEC in 
September. The four-day exhibition this year featured over 270 organ- 
isations representing the diverse Christian community in the Midlands, 
Wales and East Anglia. Pictured with Bishop Mike is (left) Mark 
Palmer (Managing Director Resources Exhibitions) and (far right) 
Gospatric Home (Chairman) who lives in Buckinghamshire. 


We won’t have space to include our annual ‘If you want 
to help this Christmas’ feature in The December DOOR. 
Instead we are going to put it on our website. If your 
church or group runs a collection like Abingdon’s or a 
drop in centre, Christmas dinner or similar please send 
details to The DOOR by 20 November. 


WINDOW CLEANING 
a business opportunity ? 

A small Reading based residential window 
cleaning company, with a good reputation, is 
looking for people who would be interested in 
‘joining up’ with us, on a licensed business 
basis, in the Reading town & country area. 
We are offering:- 

• A ‘Ready-To-Go’ Proven Business 
Opportunity 

• A solid customer base of 250, plus 
training, equipment & liveried vehicle 

• On going Call handling, cash collection & 
marketing support 

• Proven operating procedures and systems, 
through to dealing with tax & holiday cover 

• Good Financial Rewards 

• Choose your own work time schedule, 
(keep those Sundays free) 

A healthy, absorbing, interesting, people 
centred, business lifestyle 

• Low ’start-up options, with opportunity to 
develop into a fully franchised business 

Phone 0118 954 7238 For Appointment 

STANDARD & BAPTIST 

Living Waters, 24 Elm Rd, READING RG6 5TS 


Azotus Consulting 

For independent advice with 
competitive prices for upgrading or 
buying your computer. 

For local training, on-line support or 
our easy to use task based computer 
guides. 

Call 01279 321512 

email to: sales@azotus.co.uk. 

Methodist Visual Liturgy guides 
volumes 1-3 available 30th October 


Christian and Unattached? 
Join The Network 

A national association catering for the needs of those who are divorced, 
widowed or single. 

Weekends and Holidays, Social events 
Personal Introductions 

Contact Daw) or Gill, PO Box 20 (DP). Btaumon. Devon, EX33 2YX (01271) 8 1 7093 
www.singleandchristian.co.uk 



PENTRENANT HALL 

Quality accommodation in a beautiful country house for up to 
53 guests. An ideal base for your holiday, quiet retreat or 
conference. Various recreational facilities available on site, 
adventure training etc., by arrangement. 

Full, Half Board or Self-catering. 

Prices from £62 per week. 

Further details and colour 
brochure from: 

Peter Rees, Pentrenant Hall, Churchside, Montgomery, 
Powys SY15 6TG. 

Tel: (01588) 620450 Fax: 620150 
www.pentrenanthall.co.uk 



Bookshop Computer Systems 


• Stock Control 

• Till Safes (POS) 

• Customs Accounts 

• internet Shopping 

• Mail Order 

• Sale or Return 

• Purchasing /Returns 

• Report Generator/ Exporter 

• Whitaker and STL Support 



For Windows 95/9S/NT 
Merlio Developments Ltd. 
Merlto House 
2 Downes Street 
Bridport, Denser. DT6 3JR 
Telephone: 01308 458242 
email: infoflmerilo.com 


Can you 
hear me? 


Perhaps you need a good 
public address system. 

We have years of experience of 
supplying to churches. 

• Updates or complete systems 
• Inductive loops • Radio microphones 
• Portable PA • CCTV 

ROYSTON 

ELECTRONICS 

P. O. Box I, Fordingbridge SP6 3PQ 
covers the Diocese 

(01725) 518428 or 
(07889) 247960 
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Testimony. 


Winter’s Tale: the ‘best years’ of my life 


David Winter gave up his careeer as head of religious broadcasting for the BBC and moved to the Oxford Diocese to spend five years as Director of Evangelism and 
Priest in charge of Ducklington.These edited extracts from Winter's Tale covers the period which David describes as ‘by some distance the best of my working life’. 



I have had broadly three 
careers: a short one in 
teaching, in my twenties; a 
slightly longer one in print 
journalism, in my thirties, and 
a third one in broadcasting, 
starting in the year when I 
became- 40. Now in the year 
that I reached 60, 1 was gong to 
embark on a fourth ‘career’, if 
one can call it that, as a parish 
priest. 

To be frank, I knew very little 
about parochial ministry out- 
side the metropolitan setting 
when I arrived in Oxfordshire 
and the learning curve needed 
to be steep. 

In London, it was perfectly 
reasonable to ask someone ‘Do 
you belong to a church?’, and 
they would understand what 
you meant. I think that simple 
question would have bewil- 
dered many a village resident. 
‘That’s our church,’ they would 
say, not meaning they went to 
it, or particularly shared its 
beliefs, but that it was theirs. 
Mission was more a matter; in 
a phrase of Cardinal Hume’s, 
of ‘evangelizing the baptized.’ 
Part of that work was fulfilled 
in Ducklington by the ‘Tiny 
Tots’ service, which we had 
n inherited as a thriving weekly 
event. It happened on Friday 
afternoons at 2pm, was led by 
an enthusiastic group of 
Christian women, and aimed 
very clearly at the pre-school 
age group. It lasted no more 
than 20 minutes and was fol- 
lowed by ‘drinks and biscuits’ 
for the children and the adults 
who had brought them. It was 
our staple follow-up to baptism 
and a wonderful way of intro- 
ducing the mothers to the life 
and worship of the church. 

The Mothers Union was 
almost entirely Christine’s idea, 
as was the even more strategic 
one of a ‘pastoral team’. As the 
congregation grew, there were 
more and more calls on our 
time. People asked us to visit 
them, there were church mem- 
bers or other parishioners in 
hospital, there were elderly 
people who couldn’t get out, 
and dozens of other opportuni- 
ties for friendly caring contacts 
- but never enough time. 

Ducklington church was, in 
fact, a joy. I often said to peo- 
ple that these years were by 
some distance the best of my 


working life. At 60, 1 had start- 
ed a new life and I suppose 
something of the freshness and 
thrill of that communicated to 
the congregation. For a year or 
two Christine and I ran the ser- 
vices more or less on our own, 
but slowly a ministry team 
came into being, and by the 
time we left that team was 
strong enough to carry the 
church through what might 
otherwise have been a difficult 
interregnum. By then we had 
three readers - Christine, Judith 
and Dave - and an NSM 
curate, Bob, who had been 
ordained the previous year, 
having started his training soon 
after we arrived. 

Coping with two jobs 

The one real drawback in 
Ducklington was the dual min- 
istry in which I was involved, 
though both the parochial and 
the Diocesan tasks could be 
mutually nourishing. I certainly 
felt that my experience as a 
rural incumbent gave me some 
degree of credibility in the 
country chapters and synods. 

The Oxford Diocese is vast, 
both in terms of its geography - 
Ducklington was over 60 miles 


from Slough on the map and 
about a million miles apart cul- 
turally - but also in numbers of 
clergy and parishes. In the 
course of five years I visited 
over 200 churches, but that left 
400 or so unvisited. 

The Diocese was - and still is 
- blessed with a splendid and 
varied team of area bishops, 
acting as regional deputies for 
the scholarly and poetic 
Diocesan Bishop. In that sense, 
it is a well-managed Diocese 
with clear spiritual priorities. 
But in the sense of a location of 
church life, ‘Oxford’ is an awk- 
ward historical misfit, too big 
to feel one thing, too varied to 
feel a common pulse, too dif- 
fuse to have a sense of 
Christian community. 

My arrival in the Diocese 
coincided with the start of the 
Decade of Evangelism, an ecu- 
menical initiative to encourage 
the churches to share the 
Christian message with as 
many people as possible in the 
last ten years of the millenni- 
um. The whole idea was 
ridiculed in some circles from 
the very start - ‘doomed to fail- 
ure’ was the verdict of Clifford 
Longley in The Times - but 


there are worse initiatives than 
to tell Christians to do precisely 
what Jesus had told them to do: 
‘make disciples’, ‘be my wit- 
nesses’, ‘preach the gospel to 
the whole creation.’ 

It was frequently alleged that 
the churches couldn’t even 
agree about their basic mes- 
sage, but in my experience that 
simply wasn’t true. I conducted 
an experiment with nearly 
2000 church people in those 
200 churches, but also includ- 
ing several groups of clergy and 
one of bishops, inviting them 
to summarise in not more than 
26 words what they felt was 
the core of the Christian mes- 
sage. Put together and 
analysed, they did not vary 
greatly, mostly emerging some- 
where along these lines: ‘In his 
love for the world, God sent his 
Son Jesus to forgive sins, offer a 
new life and bring us into the 
kingdom of heaven.’ 

Little islands of contact 

What seems to ‘work’, in terms 
of growing churches, is the 
day-by-day shared involve- 
ment of the congregation in the 
life of the community, backed 


up by effective and well-run lit- 
tle ‘islands’ of contact - tod- 
dlers’ activities, lunch clubs, 
men’s discussion groups, heal- 
ing services, bereavement sup- 
port. Then, of course, the wor- 
ship offered on Sundays must 
be such that people who ven- 
ture to turn up feel welcome 
and involved, rather than odd 
and isolated. It also helps, 
needless to say, if that worship 
has a genuine air of the divine 
about it: not simply well-pre- 
sented entertainment or pol- 
ished liturgy, but a genuine 
touch of God. 

Three times, in my short 
1“ parochial experience, people 
| have simply ‘turned up’ in 
f- church and sat through what 
j? must have been a totally unfa- 
ic miliar service, yet felt the reality 
f of the presence of God in such 
* a way that they embarked on a 
= life-changing journey of faith. 
We can work towards that, but 
only the Spirit of God, I believe, 
can actually bring it about. 

A survey run on the back of 
some BBC research in 1981 
showed that 60% of non- 
churchgoers had attended 
church at some time in the past, 
and that 70 per cent of ‘ occa- 
sional churchgoers’ were more 
regular attenders in the past. 

Losing the church habit 

The reason people gave for this 
lapse in church attendance 
were fascinating. Less than ten 
per cent stopped attending 
‘because they did not believe in 
Christianity any more’. In con- 
trast, three times as many 
stopped attending ‘because 
they had too much to do’ and 
28% because they had ‘lost the 
habit’. 

Simply in terms of church 
growth (and I accept that that is 
not the same as evangelization), 
if the churches could somehow 
stem this haemorrhage of mem- 
bers, reversing habits, altering 
people’s priorities of time, 
church attendance would be 
transformed. 

It seemed that the key to it all 
was to make church worship 
and fellowship a relevant, live 
and important part of people’s 
lives. That is the ‘change of 
habit’ which is really a conver- 
sion of life, and nothing less will 
produce lasting change in our 
churches. 


There will be times when peo- 
ple ‘crowd into the kingdom’, 
and times when the way seems 
narrow with few travelling 
companions. It is wonderful 
when we can see people 
responding to God’s god news, 
but the good news remains true 
valid and unalterable whether 
or not they do. 

However, in my experience it is 
that very ‘totality’ of faith that 
tends to frighten off the casual, 
agnostic, would-be believer. 
Consequently they come just so 
far - to the family service, to 
harvest festival, to the midnight 
eucharist at Christmas, perhaps 
- but hold back at the point of 
real commitment. 

Good ministry cherishes the 
grain of faith ‘like a mustard 
seed’ and the ‘smoking flax’ of 
a spiritual longing. But always 
with the intention that the for- 
mer will spring into growth and 
the latter will burst into flame. 
But that ministry has to be car- 
ried out sensitively, and is com- 
pletely invalidated if words 
such as ‘parasites’ or ‘hangers- 
on’ are employed. We are not 
calling people to become reli- 
gious fanatics, to abandon 
their friends, hobbies or pas- 
times, provided they are, by the 
grace of God, prepared to turn 
from their sins, whether Tittle 
or large’. We are inviting them 
to believe in a Saviour who can 
transform, not demolish, the 
ordinary bits and pieces of 
everyday life. The Church of 
Jesus Christ does not exist to 
limit life, but to offer it ‘in all its 
fullness.’ That, in summary, 
was the position I took in my 
work in the Diocese, and to a 
great extent it was the 
approach I employed during 
my five and a half years in 
Ducklington. 


Winter's Tale (Lion ££7.99) 
spans David Winter's four 
careers in teaching, journalism, 
broadcasting and most recent- 
ly in the ordained ministry. 
Friends and heroes who figure 
in it range from Roy Castle 
and Cliff Richard to Donald 
Coggan and Terry Waite. 
Christine, his wife died on 1 
May this year two weeks after 
their 40th wedding anniver- 
sary. In a footnote to the book 
David says 'she was both a sta- 
bilizing and an inspirational 
element in the whole story/ 



A Christian holiday and conference centre situated in the heart of 
Norfolk, within easy reach of a host of interesting places 
Enjoy country house living in the Main Hall or rural life in the 
converted stable buildings grouped around the cobbled courtyard of 
Dolphin court. 

Choice of accommodation on full-board or self-catering basis for 
groups 25- 1 25 people. 

ACC Recognised Foundation Counselling Course to be held on 1 3- 
1 6 November 2000. Fully inclusive price of £1 87.50 per person. 
Day rates available on request. 

Contact: Peter Carroll, Letton Hall, Shipdham, 

Thetford, Norfolk IP25 7SA. 

Tel: 01362 820717. Fax: 01362 820877 



Residential Conference 

9 miles from Edinburgh 


* 5 Main Conference Rooms 

* Group/Meeting Rooms 

* 32 En-suite Bedroo ms 

* Youth Accommodation 

* Modern Chapel * Parking 


Experience the welcome and atmosphere that 
Carberry provides 

Come and see what Carberry has to offer 
For more information please contact: 

The Office, Carberry, 

Musselburgh EH21 8PY 
Phone: 0131 665 3488/3135 
Fax: 0131 653 2930 
E-mail: Office@Carberry.org.uk 
Website: www.Carberry.org.uk 
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Healing the Wounded Spirit 
Residential Conference/Retreat 
led by Ruth & Joe Hawkey 
Nov 16th - 18th 2002 
Contact R. Vickers 
01661 842364 
Beggars Roost, 

26 Painshawfield Road, 
Stocksfield, Northumberland 
NE43 7PF 

rvickers@christian-heahng.com 


To Advertise 

please ring 
David Holden on: 
01527 588021 
01527 588033 
Fax 

01527 588001 


>edali$ts in Music Computer Technology. 

‘ “ ‘isSt 


Suppliers to many educational estaWis 
Make all your recordings directly onto hard disk 
Music and spoken word 
Portable T easy to use. 

Make your own CDs 
The complete solution 
Free training and Support 


Contact Dave or Ian for friendly 
knowledgeable advice on 




01442 235151 
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Are you a Christian and an 
animal lover? 

Concerned about cruelty to God’s creatures, 
and want to know what the Church 
is doing about it? 

The Catholic Study Circle 
for Animal Welfare 

could be for you ... 

For seventy years there has only been one UK 
Catholic society concerned with every aspect of the 
welfare and theology of animals 
Send for a free copy of The Ark to: 

L Deborah Jones, 12 Swan Court, Witney, Oxon 0X8 7EA 
Registered Charity 231022 



ACi DENTURE CENTRES 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

• We make dentures look like real natural teeth at affordable 

* prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 
• Sunken features can be 
supported to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 
• Delicate chrome plates 
• Comfortable soft linings 
• Evening appointments 
• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DEN TURE SYSTEM 

JlfSfcj • Quality Porcelain Teeth Available 
layS • Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 

For appointments phone (24 hour) 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED 
BY THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 



174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH 
WYCOMBE, 

PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 

01296 421822 

37 CAMBRIDGE STREET, AYLESBURY 
Rear off Marks & Spencers 



Kettlewell Hill, Chobham 
Road, Woking, Surrey GU21 
4HX 

Tel: 01483 756362 & 
756116 


Kettlewell House is a Christian 
Rest home situated in a select 
residential area about half a mile 
from Woking town centre and 
close to the motorway network 
that serves the whole of the 
South of England. The Home is 
an imposing Tudor style house 
in an acre of walled garden. 
Kettlewell House is a family 
business owned and run by 
Barry & Jessica Liddle who are 
qualified nurses living on the 
premises. Between them they 
have eleven years of hospital 
experience and jointly have over 
twenty years caring for the eld- 
erly. 

At Kettlewell we like our resi- 
dents to enjoy a high degree of 
privacy and liberty and to enjoy 
the security of feeling “AT 
HOME". 

HOME - where you can invite 
friends for a meal or a cup of 
tea; home - where you have 


your simmel cake and chocolate 
eggs at Easter, barbeques in the 
summer and all the trimmings 
and Santa Claus at Christmas. 
Why not? Life is for living - even 
for the 
elderly. 

We also have the spiritual wel- 
fare of our residents at heart and 
receive regular visits from local 
churches for short services. We 
try to promote an atmosphere 
particularly suitable for those 
who have an active Christian 
faith. We like to encourage a 
family feeling where residents 
and staff can ENJOY LIFE 
together. 

Kettlewell House offers a per- 
sonal and homely atmosphere 
with the highest level of care 
and attention. There are thirty- 
seven rooms, about three-quar- 
ters with en-suite facilities and a 
few are available for double 
accommodation. Residents may 
bring in small items of furniture 
and pictures for their own 
rooms. 

There is an eight person lift and 
bathrooms have been fitted with 
aids for the elderly. The entire 
premises have been refitted and 
refurbished in accordance with 
the latest requirements. The 
room have a Nurse-call system 
and smoke detectors linked to a 
modem fire alarm. Each room 
has a telephone connected to a 
central exchange and an aerial 


To Advertise 

please ring David Holden on: 

01527 588021/588033 

Fax: 01527 58 SOQ 1 


CARDINAL hvdie centre 

"enabling young homeless people to fulfil their potential" 



WHERE DOES SHE TURN NOW? 


Sarah is 16 years old and worrying about her GCSE exams, but right now she is also worried about 
where she will be sleeping tonight. Sarah does not have a home to go to but fortunately for young 
people like her, the Cardinal Hume Centre will help. The Centre offers long term accommodation to 
vulnerable 16-21 year olds, encouraging them to continue their studies and helping them to find a job 
and somewhere safe to live. 

The Centre responds to their plea - 7 know I can do it but I need your help. " 


I would like to help and enclose a donation of £ 

(cheques payable to Cardinal Hume Centre) 

□ Please send me a Gift Aid Declaration 


Name: _ 
Address: 


Please return to: Sarah's Appeal, Cardinal Hume Centre, 3-7 Arneway Street, 
Horseferry Road, London SW1 P 2BG 
or visit www.cardinalhumecentre.org.uk 

Registered Charity: 295454 OX 




A beautiful Tudor style 
house, set in an acre of 
beautiful gardens 

■ Comfortable, spacious environment 

■ Single or double rooms all with TV and 
telephone 

■ Many en-suite 

■ Peaceful lounges 

■ Lift 

■ Visiting services 

■ Christian home caring for physical and 
spiritual needs 

for more details and free brochure, please call in or phone 
KETTLEWELL HILL, CHOBHAM ROAD, WOKING 
Tel: (01483) 756362 or (01483) 756116 


TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 



socket for television and radio. 
Internal decor is by Laura 
Ashley. 

ARRIVAL 

On arrival at Kettlewell House 
you will be welcomed by the 
staff and shown to your room. 
Personal and medical details 
along with dietry requirements 
and preferences will be dis- 
cussed. 

MEALS 

Breakfast may be taken in either 
the residents own room or in the 
Dining Area. The three course 
lunch prepared by our own chef 
is normally taken in the Dining 
Room, as is tea where there is a 
choice of a cooked meal or a 
selection of sandwiches. 
ANCILLARY SERVICES 
Arrangements can be made for 
appointments with a visiting 
hairdresser, chiropodist or phys- 
iotherapist. Residents are 
encouraged to keep their own 
doctor where this is possible, or 
to have a new doctor of their 
own choice. 


VISITORS 

Visitors are welcome at any rea- 
sonable time and are encour- 
aged to stay as long as they 
wish. They may also join resi- 
dents for a meal by prior 
arrangement. All the staff at 
Kettlewell House are dedicated 
to the care of their residents and 
welcome any comments or sug- 
gestions that might be helpful. 
COMING SOON 
We are currently converting 
Kettlewell Cottage into four self- 
contained flatlets each compris- 
ing of a bedroom with en-suite 
bathroom and a lounge with a 
small kitchenette. Occupants will 
be able to have all meals provid- 
ed, their laundry done, and their 
flat cleaned. There will be an 
internal phone link to Kettlewell 
House as well as emergency call 
bells. Residents will also be able 
to join in any activities and 
entertainment’s that are going 
on in Kettlewell House. It is 
anticipated that these flatlets wHI 
be ready for occupation early in 
the new year. 


BANBURY PRIVATE AMBULANCE 


We hire wheelchairs, crutches, 
commodes and zimmer frames. 

We also sell reconditioned wheelchairs. 
Wheelchair, stretcher and ambulance 
transport available including Christmas 
Day and Boxing Day 


:v* iiowiiiii) road, HAMtmiY 
01295 259189 


Thi 

Gainsborough 

Cl i nk : 

CATARAC I SURGERY 

Now available as a clay case at ‘lire Gainsborough Clinic. 

Oir Fixed Prk l of £1600 includes: 

• initial consultation with an Ophthalmic Constikant 

• pre ami post operative assessment 

• ail nursing and clinic charges 
« consultant and anaesthetist fees 

• implants, drugs and 
consumables 


020 7928 5633 

The Gainsborough Clink, 22 BarUhaui Terrace. 
Lambeth Road, London SF 1 7PW 
hint uk.org gainsbormtgh-cltnit 


Other sennets available a I The Gmnsborough Clinic: 


l>uy Surgery Unit 
Lupus ('Unit 
Min Clinic 

Urmia te Cancer Assessment 
(htioparash Clitiii 
Magnetic Rcsomna Imaging 
Hone Oemitdmetry 


Mammography 
Physiotherapy 
Colposcopy Suite 



need , 7 

cash: 


then call 


h f unwanted 
[• endowment 

I (or whole life) policy? 

^endowment A 

surrender plus G 


who will independently find you the lop cash price for 
your unwanted with profits endowment policy. For suitable 
policies this can be much mom than surrender value. 

s@ 

e-maft: m jw4emkrvymentsurrenderplus.co.uk 


nxSEassuQtg 

m FU* §0 


iQ&Wg® 

• Stairlift and hoist specialist 

• New and re-conditioned stairlifts 
installed 

• All installs cany 12 months 
warranty 

• Stairlifts purchased and removed 

Breakdowns, repairs and 
servicing carried out on all makes 
and models 

Local Authority approved contractor 

WIs '(D©®® 


ENJOY 


Find out why 
over 30,000 
people chose 
Bathability. 

Telephone: 
01202 735999 


YOUR BATH 
AGAIN 


with the Bathability 
Bath Seat, needs no 
connections, 
portable, safe, 
affordable, reliable, 
over 30,000 sold 

Rehab 


No need to climb in 


Vi 


Isold mm ^ weR y°° down 

3 # $ 

wwi b 


Warren Hooker Rehab 2001 Ltd. 

68 Old Wareham Road, Parkstone. 

Poole, Dorset BH12 4QR 



DO YOU HAVE OLDER 
RELATIVES WHO NEED 
SUPPORT AND SECURITY? 
•HOMESHART MAY BE THE 
ANSWER. 


"Homeshare” is a registered charity which assists older 
people to remain in their own homes by finding a 
responsible, caring person to live with tbem. 

The Homesharer undertakes to sleep in the house, pro- 
viding companionship, security and ten bouts practical 
help per week is return for free accommodation. 


For further information or an informal chat tel: 

01865 251315 


RfpflatdQantyNn I 07 IS 02 


A superior 

retirement apartment: 

2 bedrooms with bathroom, 
lounge/diner and fitted kitchen. 

Situated in Wiltshire in the 
Wyle Valley amongst abundant 
countryside near Warminster. 
Rent: £425 per mpnth 
including management 
charges. 

Apply to: 

D.H. BARRON 
TEL: 9AM-6PM 
01963 33083 
Evenings 
01747 860179 



It’s touaher on your own. 

Growing up is hard and you go through a 
lot as a teenager. It is harder when your 
first language is not spoken around you. 
Eric is a 16-year-old boy from Kosovo who 
needs a home with supportive Oarer(s) 
who can enable him to learn 
independence skills. Eric is very focused 
on academia and attends college, which 
he will continue until at least June 2002. 

He enjoys going to the gym, listening to 
music and has an endearing personality. 
Oarers do not need any qualifications but 
they do need to respect and accept a 
young person’s identity and background. If 
you live locally and can help, please ring 
Nicola Cavill at the Family Placement 
Team on 01494 475016. 
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sharing life 


8. Committed to loving Christian communities 

This is the eighth in a series of explorations about Sharing Life. Each month a different person considers 
one of the themes of our evangelisation strategy. We offer an explanation, some discussion points and a 
focus for contemplation. We suggest cutting these out and keeping them for further study. Kristina 
Petersen, a former member of the Lee Abbey Community, writes 


I give you a new 
commandment: 
love one anoth- 
er; as I have ~ 
loved you, so you 
are to love one 
another. If there 
is this love 
among you, then 
all will know 
that you are my 
disciples. 

John 13: 34-35 

Discussion 

points 

1. Do I know that I am 
loved unconditionally by 
my Creator? 

2. Am I willing to be 
known for who I am? 

3. Do those on the outside 
see the quality of love that 
Jesus talks about in my 
relationships other, especial- 
ly with fellow Christians? 

4. Are there people in 
church, in my place of 
work or my wider family 
that I find hard to accept? 
What can I do to improve 
these relationships? 

5. How can I express^my 
love for others in practical 
ways? 


U L ' J ™ 



LET GOD AND LET GOD Young people at Lee Abbey, the Christian Community in North 
Devon, take part in ‘trust games’ on the sea shore 


Pause for contemplation 

On Another’s Sorrow 

Can I see another’s woe 
And not be in sorrow too? 
Can I see another’s grief 
And not seek for kind relief? 

Can I see a falling tear 
And not feel my sorrow’s share? 
Can a father see his child 
Weep, nor be with sorrow filled? 

Think not thou canst sigh a sigh 
And thy maker is not by; 
Think not thou canst weep a tear 
And thy maker is not near. 

O! he gives to us his joy 
That our grief he may destroy; 
Till our grief is fled and gone 
He doth sit by us and moan. 

William Blake 1757-1827 


Almighty God, Lord of Hosts, Creator of the Universe 
Thank you that you love us with a love that is unconditional, 
undeserved, unchanging 

Thank you that you loved us so much you were willing to give 

your only Son to live among us, to model what it means to 

love one another, and to die for us 

We stand in awe of such love 

Fill us afresh with your love 

Fill us afresh with your Holy Spirit 

Help us to see you in everyone we meet 

Help us to love one another as you have loved us and not 

count the cost 

Help us to know what this really means 

Guide us and give us your strength 

As we cannot follow you in our own 

So that we will be your disciples 

So that the world will see the true meaning of love 

So that the world will see you 

Amen 


Explanation 
and exploration 


LOVE one another. That 
is all very well. Of course I 
love my friends from 
church. Then there is this 
guy who sometimes drifts 
into church, always a bit 
late. He looks unkempt. 
You mean I have to love 
him, too? 

Jesus’ commandment to 
love one another as he has 
loved us is one of the most 
radical statements he 
made (cp. John 15:12- 
13). It is also one of the 
hardest commandments 
to follow. It entails more 
than just being nice to one 
another. It means getting 
to know the other person 
beyond the external 
appearance and accepting 
them how they are, not 
how we would like them 
to be. It means allowing 
others to find out who we 
really are. It means drop- 
ping our masks and being 
real. It means including 
those we find difficult and 
putting the needs of the 
other person first. 

Jesus pointed out that is 
was easy to love those who 
love us (cp. Matthew 
5:46). He was prepared to 
die for us, and for the thief 
on the cross next to him. 
We can take the risk of 
accepting and forgiving 
one another because we 
can know ourselves loved. 
We can take the risk of 
sharing who we are 


because we can know our- 
selves accepted. We can 
take the risk of loving rad- 
ically because God’s love 
for us forms the basis of 
our lives. 

I was part of a Christian 
community for three 
years. There I discovered 
the cost of sharing my life 
with others. The accep- 
tance I experienced from 
community enabled me 
to learn more about 
myself and to allow God 
to change me. It was a 
pale yet powerful reflec- 
tion of God’s love. It was 
an experience that 
changed my life. 

Those outside the 
church look at us 
Christians and wonder 
whether this is not just 
another social chib or a 
gathering of the old-fash- 
ioned. They want to 
know why we are differ- 
ent. If we want others to 
see that we are Christ’s 
disciples, we need to show 
this by our lives and by 
the quality of our rela- 
tionships. A church that is 
a loving Christian com- 
munity will draw those on 
the outside by their exam- 
ple of mutual support. 

Kristina Petersen 

Kristina Petersen is a former 
member of the Lee Abbey 
Christian community in Devon. 
She is a member of staff at 
BRF and a freelance writer. 


A Special Gift 
For Christmas 

CALDEY ABBEY PERFUMES 

Classic fragrances by the Monks 
of Caldey Island 

FREE BROCHURE from: 

The Perfumery, Caldey Island, Dyfed 
SA70 7UH 

Phone: 01834 842879 or 01834 844453 
Name: 

O 

Address: 

Postcode: 


To Advertise 

please ring 

David Holden on: 

01527 588021 

01527 588033 

Fsx: 

01527 588001 



Vhts^is the 
-Ov Christmas 
gtory 


The Christmas story in words 
and music for children (7-13). 
500+ successful performances to 
date. 

All royalties to 
Children of the Andes. 

9 catchy, easily learned songs 
interspersed with short narra- 
tions based on St Luke. 

Duration 45 mins., or use indi- 
vidual songs as part of 
Christmas service. 

Keyboard or taped 
accompaniment. 

Score £9.95, cassette £4.95 
(post free) from: 

Sound Music 

25 Turners Croft, YORK YO10 5EL 
Tel: 01904 410298 
E-mail: 

peterharrison @beeb. net 


THE] 

Songs, hyi 
BBC Rad 

DAILY SERVICE 

tins and anthems from the 
lio 4 Daily Service Singers 

I, JHf 1 1 _ 

&£ If 

c iSal sj* 


CD and cassette are available from your 
local Christian Bookshop or phone 
01323 437755 in case of difficulty. 


Organic 

wines, beers, ciders, 
spirits, juices and oils 

Taste & Bu y 
24 November 
10.00-4.30 

River & Rowing 
Museum, Mill Meadow 
Henley-on-Thames 

FREEPHONE 

0800 9804992 

www.vintageroots.co.uk 


St Mary The Virgin 
Bampton, Oxfordshire 

ORGANIST 8 CHOIR MASTER 

We are looking for an organist with a flexible 
approach to both modern B traditional church 
music and who can help develop a church choir. 
2 Manual Gray organ. 

Sunday worship 10.30am. Annual salary + fees. 

For details contact: 

Rev. D.J. Lloyd. Tel: 01993 851222 
e-mail: revdjlloyd@aol.com 


lo Advertise 

please ring 

David Holden on: 

01527 588021/588033 

Fax: 01527 588001 


Welcome to the world of exquisitely 
designed and made to measure 
wedding gowns, bridesmaids 
dresses and wedding outfits for 
mothers of the happy couple. 
Brides: this is your chance to design 
your own wedding dress, with expert 
help and advice from Jacquie nothing 
could be easier: you will be able to 
choose from the style of dress that 
best suits you and in a material that 
will make you feel and look 
fabulousxm your wedding day. 


61 Nethercote Road, Tackley, Kidlington, 
Oxford OX5 3AT 

Tel: 01869 331502 
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Comment 


Drawing good out of evil 


THE world is 
much troubled, 
indeed anguished. 

The present situa- 
tion continues in 
our prayers. But 
what should we 
pray for? St Paul 
wrote that in 
everything God 
works for good 
with those who 
love him (Romans 8, 28). This 
does not mean that everything 
that happens happens for the 
best. The destruction of the 
Trade Towers was contrary to 
His will. When innocent peo- 
ple in Afghanistan are killed, it 
is contrary to His will, where 
there is injustice it is contrary 
to His will. There is an 
inescapable tragic dimension 
to human existence. 
Nevertheless, as Christians, 
we believe that God is cease- 
lessly at work seeking to draw 
some unique good out of each 
particular evil. In this work He 
cooperates for good with 
those who love him and are 
called according to his pur- 
pose. 

So I have a kind of wish list 
of the good that could come 
out of the present tragic situ- 
ation. And C S Lewis once 
described wishes as kind of 
half prayers. 

First, the setting up of a stable 
government in Afghanistan, 
able to bring order and security 
to its people. After years of ter- 
rible fighting and civil strife 
how wonderful this would be. 
Secondly, the bringing of those 
responsible for terrorism to 
trial by a court generally 
accepted as impartial. Thirdly, 
the establishment of a 
Palestinian State on terms 
acceptable to the majority of 
the Palestinian people and 


one which 
would bring 
genuine security 
to the people of 
Israel. Fourthly, 
a new relation- 
ship between 
Christians and 
Muslims round 
the world, so 
that Muslims in 
this country 
could feel truly honoured and 
Christians round the world 
could feel free to worship 
without fear. 

Part of us thinks that how- 
ever desirable such a wish list 
might be, it belongs to cloud 
cuckoo land. There is certain- 
ly nothing inevitable about 
this outcome of the present 
tragedy. It could get a great 
deal worse. But we know that 
God is ceaselessly at work 
with those who love Him, 
and with people of good will, 
trying to change what is 
destructive into a more con- 
structive future. In relation to 
the last point it was very good 
to hear encouraging stories at 
the last House of Bishops 
meeting. In many of our cities 
the churches are playing a 
leading role in maintaining 
good relations with the 
Muslim community. In 
Leicester for example the reli- 
gious leaders of all communi- 
ties met and agreed that if a 
Mosque was attacked ‘an 
attack on one would be an 
attack on all’. In Bradford, 
after the bombing, the Muslim 
Mayor came to a church for 
45 minutes and lit a candle. 
These anyway are encourag- 
ing expressions of good will 
for which to thank God. 



FROM THE 
BISHOP OF 
OXFORD 


November appointments 


The human face of buildings 

Care of the Oxford Diocese's 450 clergy houses falls to the Buildings Department whose staff 
are concerned with people not just bricks and mortar. Maggie Thomas writes 


The Revd Dilly Baker, Team Vicar, 
Stantonbury team to be Warden of 
Scargill House, Bradford; The Revd 
Jonathan Ball, - Chaplain, Dalton 
Barracks has permission to officiate; The 
Revd Christopher Beake is retiring; 
The Revd Ian Beckwith, Priest-in- 
charge, Great Coxwell w. Buscot, Coleshill 
is retiring; The Revd Rosemary Beever, 
Vicar of Tilehurst St Catherine's of Siena, 
to become Diocesan Director of 
Ordinands for the Exeter Diocese and 
Priest in Charge, Parish of Central 


Exeter; The Revd Richard Bracebridge, 

Associate Priest, Newbury to resign; The 
Revd David Crosby, NSM Curate Wash 
Common to be Assistant Curate Parish of 
the Bourne, Famham; The Revd John 
Elliott, NSM, Holy Spirit, Bedgrove, 
House to have 'house for duty 7 , Exeter; 
The Revd Stephen Heap, Baptist mem- 
ber of the Ecumenical Senior Chaplains 
Team, and on staff of Bloomsbury 
Central Baptist Church, to be City Centre 
Chaplain of Christ the Cornerstone, 
Milton Keynes. Continued on page 19 


YES, that voice on the end of 
the phone does have a 
human face, so we thought 
you may like us to introduce 
ourselves and tell you a little 
about the service we offer. 

The Buildings Committee, 
formerly the Parsonages 
Board, is responsible for 
clergy housing. We operate 
under the ‘Repair of Benefice 
Buildings’ Measure. Our 
team, under the 

Chairmanship of Sir Brian 
Smith, comprises two sur- 
veyors, Tony Harwood and 
David Hooley; their personal 
secretaries, Lynda Perry and 
Carole Leary; ‘The Boss’, 
Roger Harwood; his part- 
time secretary, Helen James 
and Maggie Thomas, prop- 
erty manager. 

Between us we look after 
all the houses in Benefice and 
Board ownership, totalling 
around 450 and manage 
over 100 houses on behalf of 
the Church of England 
Pensions Board. Apart from 
Helen, we are all in our 50s 
and so, to prepare for succes- 
sion and to help cope with 
the volume of work, we have 
just appointed a new, young, 
surveyor (another Tony!) 
who joined us in September. 

Providing suitable homes 

Our brief, basically, is to 
provide and maintain suit- 
able homes for the clergy in 
the Oxford Diocese. We have 
an especially written com- 
puter database which incor- 
porates all the details of 
property for which we are 
responsible. We know who 
lives in each house and how 
long they have been there. 
We can tell you what sort of 
boiler you have, who ser- 
vices it and when the next 
service is due! Carole is the 
most computer-literate of 
our team and has ably 
assumed the honorary title 
of ‘local expert’. 

New houses must conform 
to Church Commissioners’ 
guidelines for a parsonage, ie 
be easy to maintain, econom- 
ical to heat and light and be 


of a specific size. Each house 
is surveyed every five years. 
Works are then identified 


which need immediate atten- 
tion and others which will be 
undertaken during the fol- 
lowing four year period. 
Whenever there is a problem, 
incidental or serious, clergy 
know that a member of staff, 
nearly always Lynda, will be 
happy to help. Our telephone 
lines are often busy which 
sometimes results in the 
enactment of the dreaded 
voice mail! However; we have 
an excellent response time 
and rarely do folks complain 
about lack of our attention. 

A number of years ago our 
minds were focused upon 
forthcoming financial 

restraints. At that time we 
embarked upon a new ven- 
ture by offering our architec- 
tural services to the Oxford 
Diocesan Schools Department. 
By so doing we were able to 
create income by charging 
fees. We started slowly, tak- 
ing on five schools in the first 
year and building up to 
responsibility today for 13 
establishments. Our in-house 
team designs and supervises 
extensions and refurbish- 


ments to Church Aided 
Schools throughout the 
Diocese. 


At that time we also began to 
relinquish our call upon out- 
side architects for major 
building works on new and 
existing vicarages, thus vastly 
reducing the cost of profes- 
sional services. We reorgan- 
ised our operation so that 
David was able to concen- 
trate on major building pro- 
jects, whilst Tony absorbed 
all the five-year survey work 
and the preparation of hous- 
es for incoming clergy. 

‘Who gets the rent?’ 

It soon became apparent that 
we needed extra technical 
help and we were able to 
secure the services of a free- 
lance architect, John English 
who helps when required. At 
the same time we embarked 
upon a more intensive pro- 
gramme of letting empty vic- 
arages during vacancies. The 
success of this policy has 
become more apparent each 
year - we hope to reach 
£300,000 in rental income in 
the current year. One of the 
most commonly asked ques- 
tions relating to this subject is 


‘Who gets the rent?’ The 
answer is that it becomes rev- 
enue income and helps meet 
the cost of maintaining par- 
sonages throughout the 
Diocese. Our ability to ‘add 
to’ the revenue budget by 
generating income in these 
ways has a direct effect on the 
Parish Share and we reap 
much satisfaction in produc- 
ing such a fruitful outcome. 

A few years after we had 
reorganised the department 
in this way, the question was 
asked whether or not our 
service to the clergy in pro- 
viding and maintaining their 
homes had suffered because 
we had diversified our activi- 
ties. In order to answer this 
question, members of the 
IJuildings Committee sug- 
gested that a questionnaire 
should be sent to clergy seek- 
ing their opinion. The results 
of the first and subsequent 
survey indicated that 90% of 
those questioned were satis- 
fied or more than satisfied 
with the service provided. 
Surveys will be conducted 
annually as part of our aim 
to continually maintain and 
improve our operation. 

Not just bricks and mortar 

Very recently, the depart- 
ment has taken over th^ 
administration of the Glebe. 
We will run this part of the 
operation under the direc- 
tion of the Glebe Committee 
for a trial period of one year. 
In other dioceses the man- 
agement of both glebe and 
houses is handled by one 
department and we are 
hopeful that this experiment 
will be successful. 

Some folks may think that 
the Buildings Department is 
just about bricks and mortar. 
However, we believe that we 
are an essential part of 
Sharing Life. We hope that 
by providing comfortable, 
happy, homes for clergy and 
their families, we release 
them from the burdens of 
household worries and 
enable them to fulfil their 
ministry more effectively. 



The Buildings Department (left to right): David Hooley, Tony Kerry, Tony 
Clear, Roger Harwood, Helen James, Lynda Perry, Maggie Thomas and John 
English. Carole Leary was not photographed. 


N.L. MATTHEWS 

PLANT HIRE & BUILDING SUPPLIES 
NOW INCORPORATING 

BA NBURY PLANT H IRE 

• Shingles for Driveways 

• Sand • Concrete Blocks 
• Top soil • Hardcore 

• Cement • Ballast 

Plant Hire • Mini Digger • JCB • 3CX 2CX • Concrete Breakers 
• Site Lorry • Roller • Dumpers, Wacker Plates 
• Building Support • Hiab Lorry • Tipper & Low Loader hire 
• 360° Excavators wheeled or tracked 

SITE CLEARANCE, BULK EXCAVATION, PONDS, LAKES & 
FARM ROADS, CONSTRUCTED, DOMESTIC and 
INDUSTRIAL GROUNDWORK CONTRACTORS 
New contact numbers: 

Tel: 01608 730215 Fax: 01608 730125 
OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY 

Ferris Hill Farm, Sibford Road, Hook Norton, Nr Banbury, Oxon 




To Advertise 

please ring David Holden on: 

01527 588021/588033 

Ficixz 

01527 588001 


Celestiality 

Website design, 
training and 
consultancy for 
churches, charities 
and small businesses 

Tel/fax: 01506 842599 
[mail: 

inlo@celesti8lity.co.uk 

www.celestiality.co.uk 


CROSS-STITCH/TAPESTRY 
& EMBROIDERY KITS 

□ Cross Stitch Kits 

□ Tapestry/ Embroidery Kits 

Please select 3 

Catalogues £150 each, fully refundable on 
first order. Loyalty paints scheme. 

Full information in catalogue. 

Send name and address to: 

The “Happy” Crosstitcher, 

(Dept DPI l),9 Keighley Road, 
Steeton, Keighley, 

West Yorkshire BD20 6RJ 

Tel: 01 535 214074 

(After Hours Answerphone) 
www.thehappycross-stitcher.co.uk 



Please report faults on 

FREEPHONE 0800 3 1 7802 

any time 

Don’t forget to give the 
lamppost number. . 


EARN £250 
WEEKLY 

STUFFING ENVELOPES 

Send 2 x 1st Class Stamps 

For details: 

DMP Associates 

PO Box 309, Worcester 
WR2 6YS 


CATHOLIC CENTRE fOR 
HEALING IN MARRIAGE 
All Christian denominations welcome 

Courses for marriages in crisis, and marriage 
enrichment. We allow the Holy Spirit to work 
through teaching, workshops and counselling 
in a peaceful, prayerful environment. 
Immediate help available. 

For programme and further details apply: 
PENAMSER ROAD 
PORTHMADOC 
GWYNEDD LL49 9NY 
Tel: 01766 514300 



lo Advertise 

please ring David Holden on: 

01527 588021/588033 

Fax: 01527 588001 


^UMBRIAN 


PRAYER 
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Healing the Wounded Spirit 
Residential Conference/Retreat 
led by Ruth & Joe Hawkey 
Nov 16th -18th 2002 
Contact R. Vickers 
01661 842364 
Beggars Roost, 

26 Painshawfield Road, 
Stocksfield, Northumberland 
NE43 7PF 

rvickers@christian-healing.com 


★ Vestments & Copes 

★ Fabrics & Trimmings 

★ Frontals ★ Silverware 
★ Traditional and Unisex choir robes | 

★ Cassocks, shirts 
★ Cassock-albs 
Let us know your requirements 

St. Martin 
Vestments Ltd. 

Lutton, Spalding, Lines PE12 9LR 

Tel: Holbeach (01406) 362386 


TABLEWHERE? 


Matching service for new 
and discontinued 
Wedgwood, Doulton, 
Spode, Aynsley, Coalport, 
Minton, Royal Albert, 
Denby, Hornsea, 
Paragon, RC Derby, 
Poole, Johnsons, 
Midwinter etc. 

WE ALSO BUY! 

Call: 0208 361 6111 or 
F«: 0208 361 4143 

TABLEWHERE? 

4 Queens Parade Close, 
Friem Barnet, London Nil 3FT 
Email: 

tablewhere @ globalnet.co.uk 
w ww.tablewhere.co.u k 
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Jesus, ‘the best therapist’ 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 

is a profession with 
its fair share of 
atheism. Was not 
Sigmund Freud, an 
avowed atheist, the 
grandfather of psy- 
chology? 

But God seems to 
make use of most 
human creations, 
and then it 
emerges that his 
hand was in their 
creation all along. 

Jesus was the first 
and best therapist. He had 
the gift of accepting people 
lovingly as they were, yet 
challenging their self- 
assumptions with a brutal 
honesty. His faith rang with 
their faith, thus they found 
healing. The very word 
therapist means healer. We 
hope to explore this theme 
in ‘Thought for the Week’ 
slots on the OCIC website. 

At OCIC we now have 
more counsellors than for 
several years, and we are 
ready to respond to a 
growing need, from 
Christians and non- 
Christians alike. One 
increasing need is for sup- 
port to be given to clergy 
and others, who come 
under stress working in 
difficult pastoral situations. 

There is a special quality to 
the kind of counselling we 
carry out. Because we are 
Christians, we have the Spirit 
at the centre of all our work, 
and we pray, because we are 
professional counsellors, we 
have the skills to work with 
people in all degrees of dis- 


tress. We can 
work with 
Christians who 
want to 

explore areas 
of their faith, 
and with non- 
Christians 
where God 
may not even 
be mentioned. 
We stay clear 
of evangelism, 
because it is 
more impor- 
tant that we 
come to where the client is 
rather than expect him to 
come to us. And yet the 
client may raise subjects of 
spirituality which can then 
be discussed. 

Often clients seem to have 
an image of God as paternal- 
istic, forbidding, unloving. 
We can challenge this by ask- 
ing the client how Jesus, the 
therapist, worked. George 
Herbert says this for me: 
Love bade me welcome: yet 
my soul drew back , 

Guilty of dust and sin 
But quick-eyed Love , observ- 
ing me grow slack 
From my first entrance in. 
Drew nearer to me, sweetly 
questioning. 

If I lacked any thing. 

And in all this we find a 
strong correlation between 
the person-centred approach 
of the therapist Carl Rogers, 
and the God-centred 
approach of Jesus Christ. 

Giles Charrington recently took 
over from Charles Hampton as 
Director of OCIC - Oxford 
Christian Institute for Counselling. 



by Giles 
. Charrington 
Director of OCIC 


Industrial chaplaincy on the web 

Oxford Industrial chaplaincy has some web pages. They describe the 
work of the chaplaincy give useful information and are also thought- 
provoking. You get there through TouchOxford (www.touchoxford.com), 
a local portal for business and community groups which includes news, 
events and job opportunities . At the chaplaincy's suggestion 
TouchOxford also includes a page where community groups can post 
free requests whether they need a computer or a treasurer! 


Looking at poverty, asking for justice not retribution for the terrorist attacks, more on 
domestic violence and Sharing Life in a post-modern culture 


A cure for poverty 

The September DOOR stat- 
ed that poverty is bad for 
your health and David 
Goldie suggested we should 
tackle the problem at its 
root. Absolutely right. First 
let us identify the cause of 
poverty, then unflinchingly 
follow the course necessary 
to its elimination. 

Poverty is a relative term but 
what matters is that poverty 
persists, even in ‘wealthy’ 
societies and despite our 
capacity to produce vastly 
more than we need for ade- 
quately comfortable lives. If 
you are landless you are like- 
ly to be poor. This is easier 
to see in comparatively poor 
countries but in wealthy 
countries it is somewhat 
masked by the welfare state. 
Land (and all natural 
resources) are God-given. No 
person made it yet in many 
countries individuals are 
allowed to own it. It is not 
right, it is only right to own 
what you create from natural 
resources , using your own 
efforts. Home ownership is the 
means by which most peoples 
in non-nomadic societies own 
part of the land. They do not 
need to own it, they only need 
security of tenure. This they 
can have in exchange for an 
annual payment to local or 
central government of a site 
rent. The house itself still 
remains a saleable asset. 

Since land cannot be manu- 
factured, those who own it 
effectively maintain a 
monopoly and can and do 
charge what they will for 
access to it. We can see this 
currently in the rise in 
‘house’ prices (ie site values). 
The first requirement therefore 
in the elimination of poverty, is 
to abandon the system in 
which individuals and organi- 
sations can ‘own’ land that 
they do not create. This does 
not require an impossible 
unpicking of history. It only 
requires the recognition that it 
is the correct course of action, 


followed by persistent cam- 
paigning and preaching until it 
is made to happen. 

A M Hoare 

Ascot 


Don’t seek retribution 

Two thirds of the World 
suffers starvation, poverty, 
ignorance and so thou- 
sands have demonstrated 
against the G7, world Bank 
and IMF, for justice. The 
Rich World still sells arma- 
ments to the Poorer World. 
Christ came to cry for jus- 
tice. Jew and Arab fight over 
compromise in the Middle 
East. The answer to man’s 
inhumanity clearly cannot 
be the destruction possibly 
advocated by Osama Bin 
Laden but neither should we 
suggest revenge and retribu- 
tion as an answer to the 
sickening human destruction 
in the USA. 

Retribution is self defeating. 
Even Britain has released ter- 
rorists who bombed London 
and attacked peace in Ulsten 
In the world at large a minori- 
ty militant Islam is taking the 
place of the old world 
Communism and sees Allah as 
the unseen God and dictator 
of life and death, rather than a 
God of Conscience. 
Mohammed’s wife Khadijah 
was a Jewess, who respected 
the Jewish Bible and Jesus. She 
inspired the early poetic third 
of the Qu’uran, but 
Mohammed inspired the latter 
two thirds which no longer 
honoured Jesus and intro- 
duced harsher justice and the 
submission of women, all now 
typified in the Shariah Law 
used in many extreme Islamic 
Regimes outlawing Christians, 
Jews, Hindus and Buddhists. 
America, Europe, the old 
Commonwealth need to seek 
the justice of Christ and the 
Ten Commandments, remove 
world armaments and also the 
domination of wealth, but not 
seek retribution against any 
people or persons. After the 
destruction of thousands in the 


USA, ask why this happened? 
Seek renewal and change and 
peace in our world, justice not 
retribution. And if you quote 
the Qu’uran, quote it all, not 
isolated passages. Some of the 
Qu’uran is very wise and some 
is excessively harsh. I worked 
with Muslims in 1949 in 
Edinburgh to write the religious 
provisions of the Post War 
Nigerian Constitution. Shariah 
Law was not permitted 
Patrick Phillips 
Earley, Reading 


Domestic violence 

Thank you for mentioning 
the new leaflet from Church 
Action on Domestic Violence 
in the October DOOR. 
Unfortunately the most 
important section was not 
highlighted. This is the advice 
on how to help victims of vio- 
lence. If you are concerned 
that someone you know 
might be a victim of domes- 
tic violence and you are able 
to broach the subject: 

DO talk in a safe private place 
DO take plenty of time to listen 
and believe what you hear. 

DO affirm the strength and courage 
it takes to talk about abuse. 

DO express your concern for her 
safety. 

DO reassure her that whatever the 
circumstances violence is not justi- 
fied and is against the law. 

DO check with specialist agencies as 
to what they can offer and give 
her the information. 

DO check if it is alright to con- 
tact her at home. 

DO keep information confidential. 
TRY NOT to fob off a woman 
who comes for help. 

DO NOT trivialise or dismiss 
what she tells you. 

DO NOT suggest that she 'tries 
again'. 

DO NOT ask her what she did to 
provoke the violence. 

DO NOT judge or criticise. 

DO NOT initiate any physical con- 
tact. 

DO NOT make decisions for her. 
Discuss the options, find out what 
she wants to do and help her to 
achieve it. 

DO NOT expect her to make a 
decision in a hurry. Leaving may 
be as frightening as staying. 


Copies of the new leaflet are 
available from the BSR 
office on 01865 208214 
Jennifer Beresford 

Member of the Diocesan Group 
working on Domestic Violence 


Sharing post-modernism 

A few years ago, I wrote a 
couple of articles on this for 
The DOOR. It is not all that 
long ago. I predicted the end 
of the Church in the face of 
the post-modern culture. I 
was not alone, many other 
people since have repeated 
this prophecy. There was a 
response from the Diocese at 
the time, if a little muted. But 
now we have Sharing Life, 
Bishop Richard’s initiative. 
When I look at it carefully, I 
recognise that he has chosen 
the only way that you can 
make any inroads into such a 
complex environment as that in 
which the Church is situated. 

By offering the world a 
response that is as complex as 
the situation the Church 
faces. We are asked to go out 
into the world to do what we 
can to ‘share life’, to pass the 
message of Christ by being 
with the world outside, on its 
terms as individuals, as small 
groups, as parish ‘teams’. 
There is no direction, no 
requirement as to what we 
do, only that we do some- 
thing. The direction - if 
direction there is - is to think 
about the situation we face, 
to pray about it, and then to 
do something about it! Given 
sufficient take up, given some 
real movement then perhaps 
the church will survive; per- 
haps my prophecy will be 
proved wrong. Assuredly, if we 
do nothing, then it will not! 
Thus, one meets the post-mod- 
ern culture. There really is no 
other way to meet a complex 
situation like this but to meet 
it with equal complexity. 
Bishop Richard, I salute you! 
Bob Saunders, 

Burnham, Slough 


MyuTn* 

ADVENTURE 

PERSONALISED 
CHILDREN’S BOOKS 

A special gift for that special child 

My little Adventure books are personalised with the 
child’s name, age, place of residence, friends and 
relatives to share the adventure as well as the spe- 
cial dedication from yourself 

16 Titles to choose 
from Hard back cov- 
ers and high quality 
printing 

Prices from £4.50 
Free Postage & 
Packaging 
Approx age range 
3 to 8 years 

For a leaflet and order form phone Helen on 

01252 409383 

or visit 

www.mylittleadventure.co.uk 



www.feathersdirect.com 

Sensuous 
Pashmina 
for day 
or night 

Stand out from the ordinary 
Telephone 01865 310386 

for brochure or order direct front our web site 



Portraits in Oils 

Watercolours of houses 
and gardens 

Fine artist available for 
commissions, will happily 
work in situ. 

Jean Buckland B.A. 

Mobile: 0788 147 6269 
Fax: 020 8341 5810 

E-mail: julesh@amserve.net 



CONNECT 

TWO 

Register for single, widowed 
and divorced Christians 
seeking friends, companion or 
future partner. 

Tel: 01604 643661 

E-mail: 

connecttwo20oo@hotmail.com 




£15.00 

£32.00 

£99.00 


SOI 61 628 5858 
fi 0161 628 3838 

tin* ttJic & ftfettare trading divisions of tfo^/^ SaleS@mrmiC.C0.Uk 

www.mrmic.co.uk 
www.bflat.co.uk 


Hand Held Mies 


from 

from 

from 


Y\ Headset Mies 
Radio Mic System 

Please Call for Mies, Mixing Desks, PA, 
Musical instruments, Loop amp, Tape 
Duplication, Batteries, Stands & Leads. 




Rochdale 


OL16 2FA 



Probably the major cause of 
worry in our society today 

WE CAN HELP 


Debt Helpline 0800 591084 


Speaking, Preaching, 
Seminars & Workshops 


Books & Housegroup Notes 

For further information and a publications 
brochure please contact 


6 Regent Terrace, Cambridge CB2 I AA 
Tel: 01223 324034 
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Courses 


Diocesan Prayer Diary 


Dioman Renewal 
Fellowship 

20 Nov John and Yvonne 
Pressdee previously leaders on 
the Ixthus Fellowship in 
London, will be speaking at St 
Mary’s Thame 10am - 3pm. 
They will give two talks: 

What has happened to 
Masculinity? Seeking to 
understand how the success of 
the feminist movement may 
have affected men. 

Is it worth apologising? 
Considering the value of such a 
ministry. Details from Revd 
David Bishop (0186S) 760099 

Mfifton Keynes Training 
Commission 

22 Nov ‘A fresh look towards 
Advent’ with The Ven David 
Goldie, Archdeacon of 
Buckingham 7.45 - 9.45pm at 
The Quaker Centre, Fairford 
Crescent. This is a termly pro- 
gramme for ALL Licensed lay 
Ministers, Lay Preachers, Local 
Preachers and Catechists. 

23 Nov Ecumenical Day with 
Murdoch MacKenzie, 10 - 
3.30pm at Christian 
Foundation, The Square, 
Wolverton. Details : (01 908) 
322533 mkctc@tesco.net 

Christian Mdz Lunch times 
under the Spires 

2 Nov Globalisation: good or 
bad? with Rt Rev Richard 
Harries, Bishop of Oxford. 

7 Dec Dying in the land of 
Promise, an update on the peo- 
ple of Bethlehem and surround- 
ing communities with Garth 
Hewitt, Singer Songwriter 
Details: Paul Langley (01865) 
246818 


The Storytellers 

2 November Cumnor Village 
Hall, Leys Road, Cumnor 
7.30pm. You are invited to 
eavesdrop on the reactions of 
eight of Jesus’ contemporaries. 
Script - Andrew Brandon; one- 
man show, devised and per- 
formed by Andrew Cullum. 
Performed at the Edinburgh 
Fringe, Spring Harvest, church- 
es and art centres across the 
country. Cost - £5 / £3 
unwaged . Details / Tickets - 

01 865-862220 / 01 865-882507 

0C«€ 

3 November Retreat Day 
‘Masculine Spirituality’, 10 - 4pm 
at Stanton House. Led by George 
Coppen and Lynne Booker, £20 
including lunch. Details and 
bookings from: OCIC, 119-121 
London Road ', Headington, 
Oxford, (01865) 308889 

OodPs World 

1 7 Nov ‘Christian Choices for 
the Future of the Earth’ at 
Oxford Brookes Westminster 
Institute, Harcourt Hill, Oxford. 
The keynote speaker will be Dr 
Elaine Storkey, Broadcaster and 
President of Tearfund. Bookings 
to CTO, The Knowle, 
Deddington, OX15 OTB £7.50 
(£5 unwaged) 

t 

Anglican Renewal 


8 December Training event on 
‘Developing Prayer Ministry’ at 
The Church of the Holy Spirit, 
Bedgrove from 10 - 5.30pm, with 
a Eucharist at 4.30pm. The day 
will give teaching on the biblical 
basis for prayer ministry, how to 
integrate it into a Sunday service, 
even for the most reluctant of 
congregations. The day is suitable 
for anyone interested in develop- 


Trade •fustice Carnival 

3 November London 
Christian Aid 6c Churches 
Together in Botley 6c Cumnor 
have booked a bus to take you to 
the Carnival in London. 

Bring banners, hooters and dress 
in carnival style! Don’t Be Shy, 
Shout for Justice! 

Bus leaves from Cumnor Old 
School at 9.00 a.m. and from 
Seacourt Bridge at 9.15 a.m. 

Cost (return) - £8.50 
Details / Booking: Mick Cull- 
Dodd (01865-204098) Poster 
available: cull_dodd@hotmail.com 

Working professionally 
whilst keeping it* mind our 
Christian distinctiveness 

23 November 10.00-2.45pm, 
Diocesan Church House, 

(Coffee - 9.30 am, AGM - 3.00 
pm) Federation of Christian 
Caring and Counselling - 
Autumn training led by Carys 
Walsh (an integrated psy- 
chotherapist, UKCP registered, 
on the Oxford Diocesan list of 
Spiritual Directors). Cost - £15 
members / £20 non-members - 
cheques payable to FOCUS. 
Bring packed lunch, drinks pro- 
vided. Details: Kate Hodgson , 
Diocesan Church House , North 
Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB 
(01865) 208214 or Doris 
Swinbank, 35a P inkeys Road , 
Maidenhead SL6 5DX (01628) 
636469 to whom applications 
should be sent by 21 November 


The December issue of 


wilt be ready for col- 
lection on 23 
November 


BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 


Out of the depths I cry to 
you, O Lord. 

Lord hear my voice! 

Let your ears be attentive to 
the voice of my 
supplications! Psalm 130 

NOVEMBER 

Let us pray to God our Father for: 

Thursday 1 st ALL SAINTS DAY 
Amersham Deanery as they learn 
from one another about healing 
and to explore issues of ministry 
in a changing church and world. 
As they work out the allocation of 
their deanery share, and benefit 
from the focus of Fane Conant 
their new deanery minister for 
evangelism. For the area dean 
Roger Salisbury; synod lay chair- 
man - Hilary Sheppard. 

Friday 2 nd ALL SOULS DAY 
Amersham with Coleshill: clergy - 
Tim Harper, Rosie Harper, Liz 
Norman; full time youth worker - 
Marianne Young; licensed lay 
minister - Brian Oxley. 

Saturday 3 rc * Amersham on the 
Hill: clergy - Philip Roderick, 
Peter Binns, Margaret Hall; 
licensed lay minister - Jennifer 
Whittaker. 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY 
BEFORE ADVENT 

Sunday 4^ Bankers and all who 
work in the financial sector 
including the people in our local 
banks and post offices. 

Monday 5 ^ Beaconsfield Team 
Ministry: clergy - John 
Wynbume, Jan Brookshaw, 
Alison Caw, Robert Spicer, r 
Richard Caddell; licensed lay min- 


Ewbank, Leonard Warriner, 
Wendy Graham. 

Wednesday 7^ Chenies and Little 
Chalfont, Latimer and Flaunden: 
clergy - Jeffery Whale, David 
Allsop; licensed lay minister - Pat 
Ansell: and for the churchwardens 
during the vacancy. 

Thursday 8^ Chesham Bois: cler- 
gy - Gary Rowlandson, Jon 
Bicknell, Derek Butler, 

Christopher Clare; full time chil- 
dren’s worker - Steve Westrop: 
lay pastor - Gary Noyes; full time 
youth worker - Matt Levett; 
licensed lay ministers - David 
Talks, Ron Wilcox, Sue Dogget. 

Friday 9^ Denham St.Mary, New 
Denham Mission Church, 

Denham Green Mission Church: 
clergy - Adrian Hurst: licensed lay 
minister - Joyce Tearall. 

Saturday 10^ Gerrards Cross 
with Fulmer: clergy - Paul 
Williams, Nat Schluter, Martin 
Williams; lay worker - 
Christopher Lindner; full time 
youth worker - Nick Weldon; 
licensed lay ministers - John 
Hedley, Tony Jefferis, James 
Armstrong. 

THE THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE 
ADVENT - REMEMBRANCE 
SUNDAY 

Sunday ll^ 1 We remember before 
you , those who have given their 
lives for the cause of freedom, 
especially those who have been 
seperated from loved ones, and all 
who suffer as the result of war and 
terrorism, in body mind and spirit. 
Those who have lost their homes 
and those who no longer have a 
country of their own. Father fill us 
with compassion for them and 


Salisbury, Rebecca Harris, Will 
Stileman, David Heath- Whyte, 
Alan Davis; licensed lay ministers 
-Joyce Gledhill, Beryl Pearn, 
Donald Sanderson, Jean Corfield, 
Averil Stephenson; lay workers - 
Ed Neill, Rosie Weston. 

Tuesday 13^ Penn: licensed lay 
minister - Beth Wili and for the 
churchwardens during the vacancy. 

Wednesday 14^ Penn Street: 
Holmer Green Christ Church 
Chapel: clergy - Peter Strutt: 
and for the churchwardens dur- 
ing the vacancy. Seer Green and 
Jordans: clergy - Fane Conant, 
Ros Donovan. 

Thursday 15^ Bicester and Islip 
Deanery For the new benefice of 
Ray Valley: new communities 
growing at Heyford and Bicester: 
an honest approach to steward- 
ship and the formation of a new 
pastoral plafti. For the area dean - 
Philip Ball; synod lay chairman - 
Elizabeth Taylor. 

Friday 16^ Akeman, 
Bletchingdon, Chesterton, 
Hampton Gay, Kirtlington, 
Middleton Stoney, Wendlebury, 
Weston-on-the-Green: clergy - 
Derek Walker, Alan Garrow; 
licensed lay ministers - Grant Lee, 
Mike Nunn. 

Saturday 17^ The Ray Valley - 
Ambrosden, Charlton-on- 
Otmoor, Islip, Merton, Noke, 
Oddington, Piddington, 
Woodeaton: clergy - Mary 
Carney, Paul Bond; licensed lay 
ministers - Glenys Edwards, 
Eileen Brown. 

THE SECOND SUNDAY 
BEFORE ADVENT - PRISONS 

WEEK 18 th - 24 th November 


friends, prison staff and all who 
care. Heal those who have been 
wounded by the activities of oth- 
ers, especially the victims of crime. 
Help us to forgive one another, to 
act justly, love mercy and walk 
humbly together with Christ in 
His strength and in His Spirit, 
now and every day. 

Monday 19^ Chaplains of 
H.M.Prisons: Aylesbury - Michael 
Redfem; Bullingdon - Wendy 
Carey, Steve Hall; Grendon and 
Spring Hill - Peter Stell; 
Huntercombe - Ian Thacker; 
Reading - David Little; Woodhill 
- Peter Green. Chaplain of 
Campsfield House (Immigration 
Detention Centre) - Randell Moll. 

Tuesday 20*^ Bicester Area Team 
Ministry: clergy - Philip Ball, 
Stephen Hall, Margaret Mullins, 
Wendy Callan, Robert Atkins; 
licensed lay ministers - Elizabeth 
Taylor, Richard Marshall, Colin 
Cockshaw. 

Wednesday 21 st Fritwell with 
Souldem and Ardley with Fewcot: 
clergy - Paul Hunt; licensed lay 
minister - Clifford Taylor. 

Thursday 22 n ^ The Hayfords 
with Rousham and Somerton: 
clergy - Noel James. 

Friday 23 r< ^ Shelswell - Cottisford 
and Hardwick-cum-Tusmore, 
Finmere, Frongford, Hethe, 
Mixbury, Newton Purcell with 
Shelswell, Stoke Lyne, Stratton 
Audley and Godington: clergy - 
Ricky Yates, Stephen Bushell, 
David Wenham; licensed lay min- 
isters - Alan Jones, Penny Wood, 
Anne Bertram. 

Saturday 24^ Bracknell Deanery 
That they might respond with the 


increase of vocations to lay and 
ordained ministries. For the area 
dean - Sebastian Jones; synod lay 
chairman - Maureen Beadsley; 
industrial chaplain - Nick Parish. 

CHRIST THE KING (THE SUN- 
DAY NEXT BEFORE ADVENT) 

Sunday 25^ Politicians, including 
own own M.P.s and local govern- 
ment councillors and their agents 
and party workers. 

Monday 26^ Ascot Heath: clergy 

- Anthony Lury; licensed lay min- 
isters - Alison Cooper, Melvyn 
Fancy, Gill Wiggins. Binfield: cler- 
gy - Bill Meyer; licensed lay min- 
ister - Muriel Wilkins. 

Tuesday 27*^ Bracknell Team 
Ministry: clergy - David 
Osborn, Christine Dale, Jeremy 
Harris, Bruce Russell, Margaret 
Clarke; licensed lay minister - 
Sandy Dutton. East Hampstead: 
clergy - Guy Cole, Jay Colwill, 
Mary Gurr. 

Wednesday 28^ South Ascot: 
clergy - Susan Jones; licensed lay 
ministers - Mary Nichols, Paul 
Knight. Sunningdale: clergy - 
David Uffindell, Stuart Gay, 
Anthea Griggs. 

Thursday 29^ Sunninghill: clergy 

- Tim Gunter; licensed lay minis- 
ters - Carol Neilson, Raymond 
Whitney. 

Friday 30 th ANDREW THE 
APOSTLE. Warfield: clergy - 
Brian Meardon, Brian Weaver; 
full-time youth workers - Mark 
Meardon, Trevor Meardon; 
Church Army - Gary Shirley; 
licensed lay ministers - Dave 
Cappleman, Chris Hill, Michael 
Summers. Winkfield with 
Cranbourne, Chavey Down: cler- 





Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford from 2pm - 9pm. 


phone Anglican Renewal 
Ministries (01332) 200175 


\ I 


Local religious views, 
church news, 
favourite hymns 


J 


Chaltont bt.Feter: 
clergy -James 
Greasley, Mark 


Monday 12** 1 Great Chesham 
Team Ministry: clergy - Roger 


tion that exist. Support with your anc * ^ khhful stewards of their 

love prisoners , their families and time, talents and wealth. For an 
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What’s On is a free service for readers of The Door. If you would like your 
event included on The December DoorPost, send details in writing to the 
address below before the deadline 13 November. There is no January DOOR 


NOVEMBER 

Thurs 1 GROVE Cornerstone 
November Special, flapjack with tea 
or coffee £1.25 (01235) 223867 
Thurs 1 ABINGDON Sharing Life 
through Advent Familiarisation 
evening 7.45 - 9.30pm at Christ 
Church. Meet with those involved in 
producing the project and look at 
ways of using the pack with different 
groups. Details (01865) 208225 
Frl 2 SHENINGTON Holy Trinity 
Church Requiem Service with Byrd 
Mass and anthems for Byrd and 
Orlando Gibbons sung by Cantamus 
of Shipston, 7.30pm (01295) 670336 
Sat 3 OXFORD Debt Event 
(organised by OxCAP). People with 
debt problems speak and experts 
give an overview. Wesley Memorial 
Hall, 9.30 - 1.00 pm. Free Lunch. 
Details: (01865 741237) 

Sat 3 READING 
St Giles Church, Southampton 
Street, 7.30pm. Reading Bach 
Choir Concert, featuring Purcell’s 
Funeral Sentences for the Death of 
Queen Mary, with brass accompa- 
niment and Durufle’s Requiem with 
organ. Details: Richard Canning on 
0118 942 8238 

Sat 3 MILTON KEYNES Sharing 
Faith and Experience 9.30 - 12.30pm 
followed by shared lunch at Holy 
Cross Church, Two Mile Ash. 
Details John Ponter (01908) 605892 
Sat 3 NEWBURY Musical Mega 
Breakfast at St George’s Church Hall 
8 - 10am, £3. Clive’s Choral 
Classics 10.30 - 4pm, choral work- 
shop and concert £5 including lunch, 
8pm Gala Concert, St Georges 
Church, £8. Details (01635) 41249 
Sat 3 WOODCOTE St Leonard’s 
Fair. Annual sale with bargains for 


all including superior brie a brae. 
Village Hall 2.15pm 
Sat 3 FOREST HILL Book sale in 
aid of St Nicholas Church new 
vestry . All ages, all subjects, all half 
price, 10.30 - 2.30pm in Village 
Hall. Details (01865) 872514 
Sat 3 HOOK NORTON Annual 
Craft Fair in St Peter’s Church 10- 
4.30pm. Established event with high 
quality crafts and demonstrations. 
Details: (01608) 737900 
Sun 4 WOOLHAMPTON Sing for 
the Homeless. Rehearsal 2.30 - 
4.30pm for the performance of Bach’s 
Christmas Oratorio (Parts IV to VI). 
Details Judith Denny (01635) 862290 
Tues 6 WOUQHTON on the 
GREEN Candlelit Bazaar, 6pm at St 
Mary’s with Father Christmas and 
viewing for an exhibition of work by 
local artists 2 - 4.30pm. 

Wed 7 READING Choral 
Evensong, cathedral style Prayer 
Book Service at 6.15pm. Sung by 
Reading Minster Midweek Choir 
at the Minster Church of - St Mary 
the Virgin. 

Wed 7 TWYFORD Sharing Life 
through Advent Familiarisation 
evening 7.45 - 9.30pm at St Mary 
the Virgin. Meet with those involved 
in producing the project and look at 
ways of using the pack with different 
groups. Details (01865) 208225 
Frl 9 OLD MARSTON Climate 
Change’, AChRE discussion led by Dr 
Ian James, 7.45pm at St Nicholas Hall 
Sat 10 MONKS RISBOROUGH 
An Autumn invitation to travel in 
‘The Light of Christ* ‘Faces’ at St 
Dunstan’s Parish Church 10 - 
12am. Details: Moira Spence 
(01844) 275759 

Sat 10 ABINGDON Healing 


Ministry Training Day led by David 
Pytches at Christ Church 9 - 4pm, 
£10. Worship, teaching, modelling 
and ministry. Details: Janet Taft 
(01235) 539172 

Sat 10 HENLEY Handel’s Messiah 
at 7.45pm in St Mary’s Church, tick- 
ets £7 or £8 on door from Rosemary 
(0118)9402268 

Sat 10 STOKE POGES Violin 
concert with Alexandra Wood at St 
Andrews Church 7.30pm. Tickets 
£10, supper and wine served in inter- 
val. Details: (01753) 537705 
Sun 11 STOKE POGES The 
Chorus Mundi Choir performing 
Faure Requiem in a Choral 
Evensong at St Giles’ Church 
6.30pm. Details: (01753) 648499 
Sun 11 MILTON KEYNES A 
Time to Remember with Love. A ser- 
vice for those whose babies have 
died 3pm at The Church of Christ 
the Cornerstone. Details: (01908) 
660033 ext:2215 

Mon 12 FRITWELL Brackley Male 
Voice Choir at St Olave’s Church 
7pm, £5. Details: (01869) 345524 

Mon 12 MILTON KEYNES 

Sharing Life through Advent 
Familiarisation evening 7.45 - 
9.30pm at Two Mile Ash. Meet with 
those involved in producing the pro- 
ject and look at ways of using the 
pack with different groups. Details 
(01865) 208225 

Thurs 15 COOKHAM DEAN 

Church Organ Recital with Gordon 
Stewart, organist of Huddersfield 
Town Hall and International recital- 
ist 8pm. Tickets £7.50 

Sat 17 COOKHAM DEAN 

Autumn Fayre at the Village Hall, 
10am. All proceeds to charity. 

Sat 17 THAME ‘Holy Unsuitable’ 


at Thame United Football club’s 
Windmill Suite. Tickets £5 from 
Simon Smith hu@clara.co.uk 

Sat 17 OXFORD Handel’s 
Messiah at the Sheldonian Theatre, 
7.30pm. Oxford Harmonic Society. 
Tickets (01865) 798600 
Sat 17 EARLEY Christmas 
Crackers Fayre 2 - 4pm Jn St Peter’s 
church hall. Details (0118) 9264654 
Sat 17 STOKE MANDEVILLE 
Autumn Bazaar, 1.30 - 3.30pm at 
the Ark, Risborough Road. Details 
(01296) 381375 

Sat 17 BLOXHAM Craft Fair at St 
Mary’s Church, in aid of church 
funds, 10.30 - 4.30pm. Details: 
(01295) 721378 

Sat 17 WINDSOR Winter Warm- 
Up', Parish Church, High St, 11.00 
- 3.00. Stalls, children's treasure 
trail, brass rubbing, refreshments, 
lunches. Free entry. Details: P 
Powell (01753) 852754 
Sun 18 MILTON KEYNES 
European Day of Remembrance for 
Road Victims, a service of remem- 
brance at 6pm at Church of Christ 
the Cornerstone. 

Mon 19 CHARLBURY Sharing 
Life through Advent Familiarisation 
evening 7.45 - 9.30pm at St Mary 
the Virgin. Meet with those involved 
in producing the project and look at 
ways of using the pack with differ- 
ent groups. Details (01865) 208225 
Mon 19 OXFORD Magdalen 
College. Local Affirming 
Catholicism meeting 6pm, Sung 
Eucharist in Chapel, 7pm Supper, 
8pm Speaker: Sister Frances 
Dominica. Advance booking nec- 
essary for supper. Details: (01865) 
276027 

Tues 20 - 22 PARMOOR 


Preached Retreat ‘A Preparation for 
Advent* by Revd Peter Jaram at St 
Katherines. Details from The 
Warden (01494) 881037 
Wed 21 READING Choral 
Evensong, cathedral style Prayer Book 
Service at 6.15pm. Sung by Reading 
Minster Midweek Choir at the 
Minster Church of St Mary the Virgin. 
Frl 23 OXFORD FOCUS work- 
shop and AGM at Church House, 
North Hinksey 10 - 2.45pm. Details: 
Kate Hodgson (01865) 208214 
Sat 24 HURST St Nicholas’ 
Hurst Christmas Fayre in Village 
Hall, 2pm. Admission: 50p. Many 
stalls, both Church and local vil- 
lage groups, crafts, Father 
Christmas, cakes, games. Details: 
0118 978 9141. 

Sat 24 WOOLHAMPTON Sing 
for the Homeless. Come and sing 
Bach’s Christmas Oratorio (Parts IV 
to VI) conducted by Sir David 
Willcocks with professional orches- 
tra and soloists. Details Judith 
Denny (01635) 862290 
Sat 24 SANDHURST Grand 
Auction 1.15pm at St Michael’s 
Pastoral Centre. Details (01252) 
871386 

Sat 24 COMBE St Laurence’ 
Grand Christmas Bazaar to be held 
in the Reading Room on the Green 
from 2-4pm. Lots of stalls as well as 
Tombola, raffles and refreshments 
etc. Free entry. 

Sat 24 DIDCOT Re-dedication of 
organ at All Saints Church 6pm, fol- 
lowed by short recital. Tickets from 
26 Edwin Road, Didcot, Oxon 
OX11 8LE 

Sat 24 ROTHERFIELD PEP- 
PARD Concert in All Saints’ Church 
8pm by Cantus Orielensis in aid of 


the Royal Agricultural Benevolent 
Institution. Details (0118) 972 2844 
Frl 30 OXFORD Prison Fellowship 
meeting at 7.30pm at Magdalen 
College School, the speaker will be 
Rt Hon Douglas Hurd. Details: 
Andrew Rycraft (01865) 791075 

DECEMBER 

Sat 1 BLETCHLEY World wide 
gift shopping with Traidcraft, 
Oasis, Mission Aviation Fellowship 
and more, 10.30 - 2pm at 
Whaddon Way Church, 
Beaverbrook Court, Whaddon 
Way. 

Sun 8 - 9 TODDINGTON 

Christmas Tree Festival at St 
George of England Church, 10.30 - 
5pm on Sat and 2 - 5pm on Sun. 
Short Music Concert on Sat 
evening by Toddington Town 
Band. Details (01525) 872960 
Sat 15 SIBFORD Banbury Choral 
Society performs Britten’s ‘St 
Nicolas’ and a programme of 
Christmas Carols with The Cherwell 
Orchestra at Sibford School, 
7.30pm. Details: (01295) 721792 

Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays Sam Holy 
Communion, 10am Matins 
and Sermon; 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 

1 .05pm Holy Communion on 
Wednesdays only 6pm Choral 
Evensong 6pm Sung Eucharist 
on Thursdays or Saints Days 


Notices 


Samaritan’s Purse 

Love them or hate them, mobile 
phones have become part of the 
technical make-up of our world 
today. But Samaritan’s Purse is 
aiming to make them a practical 
blessing by launching a campaign 
to collect old, broken and redun- 
dant mobile phones. The materi- 
als used in the manufacturing of 
these phones are then recycled 
and the charity receives £3 for 
every phone collected. 

The current and imaginative initia- 
tive is geared to benefit children in 
Eastern Europe. Samaritan's Purse 
can provide collection boxes avail- 
able for one to a hundred handsets 
and postage to return the phones 
is free to the following address: 
Samaritan's Purse , Mobilerecycle, 
Freepost Mid 23462 , Burton-on- 
Trent, DE14 1BR. Details from 
Pat Strange (0208) 5592044 

Admissions Panels for 
Voluntary Aided Schools 

As you may be aware, the Diocese 
organises and manages appeals in 
relation to admissions to our 
aided schools. Val Coombs coor- 
dinates the process and proce- 
dures and is keen to have new 
members sit on the Appeals 
Panels. Travel allowances are 
paid and appropriate training 
will be given to anyone who is 
interested in this voluntary work. 
If you are interested, please con- 
tact Val at Diocesan Church 
House (01865) 208237 or val- 
coombs@dch.oxfbrd.anglican.org 


Volunteers Needed 

Vulnerable adults usually living a 
lone, and needing to call for help 
in an emergency are supplied 
with emergency alarms. These are 
plugged into mains and telephone 
sockets. The client wears a pen- 
dant which can be pressed to acti- 
vate the alarm. The message is 
transmitted to a control centre 
and the clients helpers called. 

The coordinator is supported by 
a team of volunteers who live in 
different parts of the county and 
who visit clients to install alarms. 
The volunteers also revisit clients 
annually to check that all is well. 
They may also be contacted to 
visit a client who reports their 
alarm or pendant as being faulty. 
Volunteers are particularly need- 
ed for the following areas: 
Oxford City, Bicester, Thame. 

If you would like to know more 
about the scheme and the training 
and support , please contact Lynne 
(01865) 768278. 


Accommodation needed 

Young man, in his 20s, is being 
discharged from Campsfield 
house on health grounds once he 
has accommodation to go to. 
Currently undergoing out-patient 
treatment at the Churchill 
Hospital for a medical condition, 
he needs a room (payment for this 
will be available from state bene- 
fits). He is able to care for himself, 
but his illness may be long-term. 

If you can help please contact the 
Campsfield Chaplain , Fr 
Seraphim Vanttinen-Newton 
(frseraphim@lineone. net) 



The DoorPost is a supplement to 
The Door and is published by 
Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd. 


The Door is published ten 
times a year (not August 
or January) and is distributed 


free of charge to churches in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. 


Editorial address: The Door, 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford 0X2 0NB. 


Telephone: 01865 208227 
Fax: 01865 790470 


Email: , 

door@oxford.anglican.org 


l 
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THE COOKHAM RIVERSIDE 

Residential Nursing Home 

Situated on the banks of the River Thames, The Cookham 
Riverside complements its stunning location by providing the 
highest standards of care and attention in comfortable and 
relaxed surroundings. 

• All single rooms • Activities programme 
• Long and short term care available 
For further information, or an appointment 
to view please contact: 

Miss P. Hadley, Matron on TeL 01628-810557 

Berries Road, Cookham, Berks SL6 9SD 


MEMORIALS 

CARING FAMILY 
BUSINESS 

* Large Memorial Display 

* Top Quality Guaranteed Memorials 

* Insurance Cover Available 

* Renovation Work - Free Estimates 
* Prompt and Reliable Service at 

Competitive Prices 
146 Magdalen Road, Oxford 

01865 251231 

Home visits arranged 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s 
disease. We have qualified and experienced staff, large 
gardens and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, contact: 
GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around 
^ARDINGTON Near Banbury, 

^niT°r Oxon OX17 1SD 

nursing home Telephone: (01295) 750513 


HEIP 


EARN EXTRA MONEY 
AND HELP OTHERS 
... by providing care 
and companionship 
for the elderly in their 
own homes 

FLEXIBLE HOURS 

Ring 

11494 678811 

M 

UNIVERSAL CARE 




Oxfordshire Animal 
Sanctuary Society 

have a large number of family pets 
for adoption by responsible animal 
lovers only. 

Home required - responsible 
animal lovers only need apply. 
Cross Bred, all types and ages, 
incl. Alsatian, pet greyhound, 
cats and kittens, rabbits. 
Sponsorship of animals. 

Also adoption of animals 
Donations required urgently 
Appointments tel: 

01865 559537 


In August2001, 
George Ruston, 
Executive Director 
of Hope UK, 
cycled 938 miles 
from John 
O’Groats to 
London to raise 
money and inter- 
est in Hope UK’s 
new Children’s 
Work Team. 

Hope UK is a national 
Christian drug educa- 
tion charity working 
with schools, churches, 
youth and children’s 
organisations. 

Hope UK’s research 
with primary-age chil- 
dren in 1997 showed 
that over 25% had 
detailed knowledge of 
illegal drugs and 50% 


WALLPAPER 
& FABRICS 


TEL: 

01254 582166 
ASK FOR ANNE 


DEFINITELY 
THE BEST PRICES 



Providing education and 
training in drug awareness 
and prevention for parents 
and all those who work with 
children and young people. 


For a free copy of our Parents Action Plan or 
our Resources Guide, please contact: 

Katherine Hall 

Tel. 020 7928 0848 - Fax 020 7401 3477 Hope UK 
E-mail: k.hall@hopeuk.org 25(f) Copperfield Street 

Website: www.hopeuk.org London SE1 OEN 

A registered charity no 1044475 


HOPE UK 


Advertisement Feature 


had appropriate knowl- 
edge in line with the 
national curriculum. 
Hope 

UK’s most recent sur- 
vey of drug education 
by churches, children’s 
clubs and voluntary 
organisafions 
reveals that only 48% 
are providing drug edu- 
cation. Even fewer 
(26%) include any form 
of drugs education for 
primary age children. A 


desire to presen/e igno- 
rance and innocence 
about drugs (an 
unrealistic desire in 
view of the 1997 
research findings), and 
a concern that children 
are more knowledge- 
able than the leader 
are cited to explain this. 
Ruth White, Hope UK’s 
Children’s Work Co- 
ordinator, is designing a 
programme of drugs 
awareness and educa- 


tion. The Children’s 
Work Team will train 
and educate parents 
and all those who work 
with children to discuss 
the subject of drugs 
with children confident- 
ly and encourage drug- 
free lifestyle 
choices. 

Hope UK’s established 
DRUGNET programme 
has trained in excess of 
6,000 youth leaders 
during the past six 
years enabling them to 
work with over 180,000 
young people.With the 
experience of 
DRUGNET, Hope UK 


believes that its new 
Children’s Work pro- 
gramme will reach out 
to more than 100,00 
primary age children 
within the first three 
years. Prevention does 
not come cheap - the 
Children’s Work Team 
needs £100,000 each 
year to become fully 
staffed and reach its 
potential, yet 
this is small compared 
to the price society is 
paying. 

For more information 
please telephone: 020 
7928 0848 


DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 

SHOWROOM OPEN MON-SAT INC. 9.30am TO 4.00pm I I I : OI793 701.313 

514 CRICKLADE ROAD, (OPP MOONRAKER PUB), SWINDON 


POWERCHAIRS AND SCOOTERS 



ft 


sense of freedom . . . out of doors . . . and around the home 




WALKING AIDS BATH LIFT STAIR LIFTS 

PHONE FOR A FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND BROCHURES 

LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE - FREEPHONE 0500 124688 


I 




I 






CAN KILL 


AS YOU TRIP TO THE LOO EACH 
NIGHT YOUR PROSTATE IS 
WARNING OF MUCH WORSE TO 
COME. HARRY SECOMBE DIED 
FROM IT AND NELSON MANDELA 
NOW HAS IT. CHANCES ARE 
YOUR DOCTOR IS ALREADY 
TESTING YOU FOR IT - BECAUSE 
IN THE LAST DECADE 

100,000 MEN DIED FROM 
PROSTATE CANCER. 
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Advertising 


THE CHANGING FACE OF 



Introduction 

Religious doctrine was the underlying motive behind ethical 
investment at the beginning of the last century when in particular 
the Methodist Church and the Quakers invested in the stockmarket 
avoiding companies involved in the production or sale of alcohol 
and in gambling. As the last century unfolded other religious 
groups, charities, and individuals, began to look to avoid investing 
in certaincompanies depending on what they regarded as contrary 
to their beliefs. 

America took on the mantle and in 1971 the Pax World Fund was 
born which avoided investments 
associated with the Vietnam War. In the 1 980’s the apartheid 
regime in South Africa was avoided helping to accentuate the prin- 
ciple of ethical investment. In 1983, with ethical investment begin- 
ning to take shape, the Ethical Investment Research Service 
(EIRIS) was established as the UK’s first independent research 
service in ethical investment. Then in 1984 tbe UK Insurer with 
Quaker roots, Friends Provident, launched the first ethically 
screened retail unit trust with its emphasis on avoiding companies 
using strict negative criteria. 

Negative Screening 

As other Financial institutions joined the bandwagon, Investment 
Managers relied heavily on negative criteria to guide them as to 
which companies to avoid, examples of negative criteria used by 
Fund Managers are: 

• Alcohol: derive any turnover from the production of alcoholic 
drinks. 

• Animal Testing for Cosmetics: manufacture or develop cosmet- 
ics or toiletries unless they confirm that they have a strict fixed 
cut-off date policy, which includes their ingredients suppliers 

• Animal Testing for Pharmaceutical: manufacture or develop 
human medicines or medical devices unless they confirm that they 
have not tested on animals within the last five years or since a 
fixed cut-off date. 

• Bio Technology: carry out the genetic engineering or cloning of 
animals for medical purposes or exonotransplantation. 

• Gambling: derive more than 3% of their reported annual 
turnover from gambling. 

• Genetic Engineering: manufacture food products containing 
ingredients derived from Soya or maize which have poor GMO 
avoidance and labelling policy, or have refused to reply to EIRIS. 

• Greenhouse Gases: derive more than 33% of their turnover 
from fossil fuel industries. 

• Health & Safety: have been convicted during the period covered 
and fined more than £4000 on at least one occasion following a 
prosecution by the Health and Safety Executive. 

• Human Rights Abuses: include a subsidiary or associated com- 
pany registered in at least five of the countries Freedom House 
has given a rating of 6.5 or worse. 

• Intensive Farming: derive any turnover from poultry farming, or 
pig farming unless intensive methods are not used. 

•’Military: have been involved in the sale or production of weapon 
systems. 

• Military MOD Contracts: had contracts with the Ministry of 
Defence worth more than £25m in any of the last 3 years. 

• Nuclear Power: have derived any turnover from the uranium fuel 
cycle, handle radioactive waste or supply equipment or services 
other than safety equipment for nuclear plants or facilities. 

• Ozone Depletion: manufacture or supply products containing 
ozone-depleting chemical (ODCs). 

• Pesticides: have received approval from MAFF or HSE to market 
pesticide products in the UK, which include active ingredients that 
are banned or restricted in 5 or more countries. 

• Pollution Convictions: have been convicted during the period 
covered following a prosecution by Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of 
Pollution in England and Wales or Her Majesty’s Industrial 
Pollution Inspectorate in Scotland. 

• Pornographic Films: provide adult entertainment television serv- 
ices. 

• Pornography: publish, print or wholesale magazines that CPC 
says contain pornographic material or newspapers that have a 
photograph of topless women. 

• Roads: have major interest in road vehicle use. 

• Tobacco: derive more than 10% of their reported annual 
turnover from the production or sale of tobacco or tobacco prod- 


• Tropical Hardwood: import, process or merchant timber, unless 
tropical hardwood free or from sustainable sources. 

• Water Pollution: have exceeded their discharge consents in the 
last year covered more than 35 times. 

This emphasis on using negative criteria however, meant 
Investment Managers had a narrow range of companies to invest 
in, most of which were smaller companies. Larger companies 
tended to be avoided because they had their fingers in different 
pies, I the 1980’s the small range of ethical funds then available 
tended to have only 25% of the FTSE100 in their portfolio. This 
emphasis on smaller companies had an impact on their invest- 
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ment performance, especially in the early 90’s as the recession in 
the UK took hold, and perhaps this desire for improved perform- 
ance, rather than anything else concentrated Fund Managers on 
looking to widen their 
investment scope? 

Whatever the truth of that suggestion, it was also clear that a strict 
“avoidance” criteria by Fund Managers was not encouraging com- 
panies to change their working practices for the better, and this 
combination of “poor performance” and “alienation” was clearly 
holding back the growth of ethical investment in the UK - hence 
the beginning of positive criteria or: Social Responsibility". 

Positive or “Socially Responsible" Criteria 
Most Fund Managers, whilst using negative criteria, have now 
taken into account Social Responsibility looking for positive things 
in companies, including sustainable practices . Examples of what 
Fund Managers look for are: 

• Environmental Focus: the degree to which a company invests 
in environmental technology and services. 

• Third World Concerns: whether a company has a considered 
policy on the nature of company activity in 

developing countries. 

• Community Involvement: the degree to which companies have 
a relatively strong record of charitable 

giving or investment in local communities. 

• Environmental Initiatives: companies who have a public envi- 
ronmental statement, or who have provided 

a stand-alone environmental report to EIRIS, support the ICC 
Business Charter for sustainable 
development at parent company level, have been accredited 
under the energy efficiency accreditation 
scheme, or who have been commended with environmental 
awards, or are developing/making use of 
wind, solar or geothermal energy sources in the UK. 

• Disclosure: the degree to which a company discloses informa- 
tion in its activities. 

Engagement 

Engagement is becoming a growing influence in ethical and social- 
ly responsible investment. In years past companies baulked from 
admitting to being influenced by any outside source. Private 
shareholders often tried to influence company strategy with 
arguably 
little success. 

Sustainable Development 

An increasing population and consumption levels are causing 
great harm to the environment. In recent times we have seen an 
increased amount of flooding which can be linked perhaps to cli- 
mate change, increasing pollution by cars and industry, and the 
impact of chemicals in the food chain - all these things affect the 
world pollution. 

The gap between the rich and poor in the world is widening, crime 
is rising, and major diseases are spreading. Sustainable develop- 
ment looks to meet the needs of the present without compromis- 
ing the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. So 
sustainable development includes innovations in technology, using 
renewable resources that support the environment and society as 
a whole, which in turn provides quality of life for all. 

Investment Risk and Performance 
For the risk averse ordinary cash accounts with an ethical slant are 
offered by Triodos Bank, Co-operative Bank, Ecology Building 
Society, and Shared Interest. These include Cash-ISAs, and tradi- 
tional savings accounts. Particularly interesting is Triodos Bank 
who offer “targeted” accounts enabling depositors to directly 
invest in third world projects through their North South Plan, and 
their Just Housing Account which provides practical action to 
combat housing needs in the UK for the homeless. 

According to fund data taken from Standard and Poors, the aver- 
age return of ethical and socially responsible unit trusts and 
OEICS 

(open-ended investment companies) was 13.63% over the last 3 
years, and 55.46% over the last 5 years (as at 1st June 2001), 
which 

compares with the FTSE All Share Index of 10.5% and 71.3% 
respectively. This demonstrates that in recent times ethical funds 
have been less volatile than the market as a whole. 

My conclusion is that we need never to forget what these pioneers 
were trying to achieve, whilst at the same time incorporating an 
“engagement” policy ^vith companies without compromise and try 
to influence more companies to change their practices for the 
good. A question of “balanced” is needed to ensure that our our 
world changes for the better, without forgetting important lessons 
from the past. 

Jeremy Newbegin 
The Ethical Partnership 
0800-0924090 

(www.the-ethical-partnership.co.uk) 


Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony and 
celebration 


Ordination Stoles 

and all embroidered vestments 
and furnishings including Altar 
F rentals and Banners. 
Traditional and contemporary 
designs made to commission. 

Embroidery repairs undertaken. 

Plain and embroidered altar 
linen. 


Please contact : 

Christine Donaldson, OPUS, 75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham. MK18 1LU. Tel. 01280 823132 



DAVID WASLEY M.A. • ATC • Dip AD • FAGP 

Designer/Artist in Stained Glass 

CONSERVATOR AND RESTORATION SPECIALIST 

Telephone/F acsimile 

01494 773712 


Tools for Self 
Reliance 

sends refurbished 
hondtools for village 
development in Africa. I 
For every £10 you 
give, we put tools worth 
£30 into the hands of people 
building their community. See 
www.tfsr.org or write Larry Boyd, 
TFSR Freepost (SCE6012), 
Southampton SO40 7BF 
Charily reg 280437 



Oxfordshire Animal 
Sanctuary Society 

have a large number of family pets 
for adoption by responsible animal 
lovers only. 

Home required - responsible 
animal lovers only need apply. 
Cross Bred, all types and ages, 
incl. Alsatian, pet greyhound, 
cats and kittens, rabbits. 
Sponsorship of animals. 

Also adoption of animals 
Donations required urgently 
Appointments tel: 

01865 559537 



American 
Folk Art, . 

Gifts and wide 
Christmas Range. 

Buy Online at, 

www. newenglandskipton .co. uk 
32/34 Water Street 
Skipton, North Yorks 

Tel: 01756 701052 


Tw’a Syuia 

For a free mail order 
catalogue covering a 
huge range of fine 
quality Spices, Herbs, 
Seasonings, Sauces, 
Indonesian / Oriental 
blends and Christmas 
gift ideas, contact: 
FOX’S SPICES, Dept DP, 
Masons Rd, Stratford upon 
Avon CV37 9NF 
Tel: 01789 266420 



National 
Fruit 

Specialists 

Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 8ft. and (many on M2 7 4ft) 
Ballerina Trees. Patio Trees, Upright 
Cordons. Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum. Apple. Pear. Peach and so 
much more! 

Indudes Gooseberries plus the latest 
Thornless Gooseberries and lots of grapes. 
FREE SPECIALIST CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 



MIDWINTER 

TABLEWARE 

Popular patterns 
available for 
replacements/additions 
We also buy 
Call: 

02088884725 
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Here’s a great new youth job for you! 

If you are an experienced Christian Youth Worker able to 
take on the challenge of planning and implementing a 
programme of evangelism and nurture for the young 
people of three united Surrey churches, and of care, 
support and outreach for the young people of the wider 
community, we would like to hear from you. Candidates 
need not necessarily be members of the Church of 
England. Enthusiastic support and assistance will be 
available to work under the Youth Worker’s Leadership. 
Free excellent three bed house, pay and benefits similar 
to those of a curate. 


For further details and job application form contact: 

Canon H.G. Meirion-Jones 
Lychgate Youth Trust, The Rectory, Shere, 
Guildford, Surrey GU5 9HN 
Tel: 01483 202394 

The closing date for applications is 30 November 2001 



:y(malton^ 

COOKERS ^ 


AGA Cookers Wanted. 
Any condition, 
top prices paid. 

We dismantle and remove 


01653 693997 
07770 542960 



GRIFFIN GROUND CARE 

All Aspects Of Gardening Work 
Undertaken 

TREE - HEDGES - MAINTENANCE - 
LANDSCAPING - PEST CONTROL 
Free Quotations / Fully Insured. 
NPTC Approved. 

N. Diploma Land and Countryside Studies 
Tel: Paul D. Griffin 

01256 850543 / 0771 4597715 



Quality tours and excursions by coach 


NOVEMBER 


Thur 1 The London Eye £19.00 

Sat 3 Cite Europe Shopping by Euro Tunnel £33.00 
Sun 4 Bluewater shopping. Kent £15.00 

Wed 14 Harpers. Christmas Taste & Try £22.00 
Sat 17 Calais Shopping by Ferry £28.00 

Sun 18 The London Eye £19.00 

Sun 25 Christmas Craft Fair & Festive Table £18.00 
Thur 29 Christmas Lunch at Warwick Castle £35.00 


SENIOR CHILD 

£17.00 £14.00 
£33.00 £32.00 
£14.50 £13.50 
£21.00 £21.00 
£27.00 £24.00 
£17.00 £14.00 
£16.00 £12.00 
£35.00 £35.00 


DECEMBER 


Sat 1 
Wed 5 
Fri 7 
Sun 9 
Thu 13 
Fri 21 


Worcester Christmas Market 
Christmas Lunch Cruise 
Lincoln Christmas Market 
Christmas at Stapehill Abbey & Tea 
Turners Christmas Lunch Party 
Eye at Night & Christmas Lights 


£18.00 £17.00 £17.00 
£28.00 £28.00 £19.00 
£19.00 £18.00 £18.00 
£26.00 £25.00 £20.00 
£27.00 £26.00 £26.00 
£18.00 £16.00 £12.00 


Goldline Travel 

Reading Transport Travel Shop, 

9, Duke Street, Reading RG1 4SA 
Tel: (0118) 959 4000 Fax (0.118) 957 5379 

Email: goldlineereading-buses.co.uk www.reading-buses.co.uk 


Wedding and ] 
Bridesmaid Dresses 



Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 
Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children's and Adults from £50) 
Large stock available for viewing 

Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at 
Discount Prices 


Telephone: 

Jennie's Bridal Wear 

Reading (0118) 9508959 


A Christian Perspective on 
the American Disaster 


by David Pawson 

DP.1157 & 1158 (2 cassettes) 

Given within a week of the terrorist attack, 
David Pawson provides a Biblical perspective 
on disasters in general and the Spiritual 
background to the American catastrophe. 

He sees that Jerusalem is the heart of the 
conflict. 

David Pawson describes Jesus' thinking 
regarding the fall of the tower of Siloam in 
Luke ch 13 and draws a radical conclusion for 
our life today. 

Price £7.00 for the two cassettes 

I enclose payment of £ for sets 

Name 

Address 


Postcode 

Please send payment with order to: 

Anchor Recordings Ltd, 72 The Street, Kennington, 
Ashford, KentTN24 9HS 

Tel & Fax 01233 620958 

e-mail: info @ anchor-recordings.com 
website: www.anchor-recordings.com 

Company Registration No 661108 
Anchor Recordings is a Registered Charity No 224579 
VAT Registration No 316-7744-44 


MED REJUVENATION 

AGA'S and BATH S 

On-site rejuvenation 
Cheaper than replacement 

CALL NOW 

07069 902371/ 08450 900144 
Fax 07069 902371 
email: chieta@hitoasi.com 
Quote ref : OD2 



APEXIA LTD 

Planning an extension? 
Need help? 

At APEXIA LTD we do ail the hard work for 
you from plans & drawings, planning 
permission, right up to the completion 
of the job. 

All aspects of building work. 

Call for more details and Initial Survey 
01344 307141 / 07900 583461 








■ T WE t> T)W. > NOVEMBER 2001 


T4 

Advertising TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 


ADVANCED 'nf 
DEADIND SYSTEMS 

For the installation of: 

• Hearing Aid Loop Systems 

• Voice enhanced Systems 

• C.D. - Tape players and recorders 

• Radio Microphones 

Contact:- 

Dennis Coath on 0114 234 3666 
or e-mail: advan.hear@virgin.net 

for a free quotation. 

Many installations for churches completed 
(user list available for references) 

ADVANCED HEARING SYSTEMS 

Tel: 0114 234 3666 
Fax: 0114 234 79807 
Mobile: 07973 321515 
68 HIGH MATLOCK ROAD 
STANNINGTON 
SHEFFIELD S6 6AT 


Crafts for iSjgli 

• Association 

Christmas 


Step into a Creative World 
for a unique Christmas shopping experience . 

Opening times 9.00am - 5.00pm daily 


7th - 9th December 


Exhibition Centre, 
Newbury Racecourse, Berkshire. 
At the event 

Adults £5.00 Senior Citizens £4.00 

IN ADVANCE 

Adults £4.50 Senior Citizens £3.50 


Hotline 01428 684494 



An outstanding Christmas craft 
event with over 1 00 stands, festive 
food area, live music, refreshments 
& Free parking. 


Rural Crafts Association, Brook Road, Wormley, Godaiming, Surrey, 
GU8 5UA. e-mail RuralCraftsAssociation@btintemet.com 


lo Advertise 

please ring David Holden on: 

01527 588021/588033 

Fax: 01527 588001 




featured by Church lanes 

■Exll I 27th April 2001 now available from 
f |p §1 a|] Christian bookshops or call 

Maria 01962 736880 Prices £3*99 

John Hunt ISBN: 1 84298 031 9 

PuWishmg Limit:**! 


NOW 

AVAILABLE! 


The New Testament 
in Limerick Verse 


In over 200 catchy and memorable limericks. 
Christopher Goodwins has summarised the 
major themes of the entire New Testament. 
The appeal of this book ranges from bishop 
to teenager, for use in pulpit or classroom - 
or just a good read at borne. 

The Bihle-wrUers used any literary forms that 
were going at the time. Sadly . the limerick was 
not available to them - a hit awkward in 
Greek! Christopher Goodwins has made up for 
it. His wises are hy turn sharp, jiinny < 
appal trig and desperate. 

St Pan! meets Edward Lear ... and lives. 

Paul Handley Editor. Church limes 


ajflk 

IF 

SARUM 

College 

M.A. IN CHRISTIAN 
SPIRITUALITY 

(In assoc, with the University of Wales, Lampeter) 

“what a joy to study spirituality in an 
academic setting ” 

Now taking applications for 
February and October 2002 

The course offers: 

• Part-time modular study over 3-5 years 

• Flexible entry requirements for mature 
students 

• Single modules/Certificate/Diploma/MA 
through short residential intensives 

• Ecumenical teaching staff 

For further details and an application 
form please contact: 

Academic Secretary, Sarum College, 
19 The Close, Salisbury, 
Wiltshire SP1 2EE 
Tel: 01722 424827 
E-mail: vc@sarum.ac.uk 
Website: www.sarum.ac.uk 
Registered Charity 309501 



in words ... in pictures ... in sound 


the world’s best-loved Bible commentator brings the Word alive for you today 


William Barclay 


Introductions by John Drone 


Matthew I 
Matthew II 
Mark 
Luke 
John I 
John II 


0 7152 0780 6 
0 7152 0781 4 
0 7152 0782 2 
0 7152 0783 0 
0 7152 0784 9 
0 7152 0785 7 


The Gospel of Mark 


Paul to rife Romans and Colossians PPV1DO03 £ 1 3.99 

Introductions by John Bell and Steve Chalke 

Paul to the I Corinthians and Ephesians PPVID004 £13.99 
Introductions by Elaine Storkey and Billy Kay 


'See the magnificence of this incredible 
communicator ... enjoy great content, 
great preaching but great truth through 
personality - a master at work* 

Steve Chalke, Oasis Trust 


n Vmdarday 


Contents: The Beatitudes 1 
The Beatitudes 2 
John 1:1-8 
Romans 12 
I Corinthians 13 


'One has to admire Barclay's singular 
ability to enable complex theological 
argument to become accessible to all / 

John Bell, Iona Community 


CD PathCDOJ £7.99 

Cassette Path06 £7.99 


Available from your local Christian Bookshop or 
direct from Saint Andrew Press, 

121 George Street, Edinburgh, EH2 4YN 
Tel: 0131 225 5722 Fax: 0131 220 3 I I 3 
email: cofs.standrew@dial.pipex.com 
www.standrewpress.com 
www.williambarclay.org 


Audio visual material produced by 


Books published by 


Pathway Productions 


slurs! 


THE NEW DAILY STUDY BIBLE SERIES 


BARCLAY’S BASIC CHRISTIANITY 


l)c%Me Mchee 


AM your Windsor f 


▼ ™ PAUL DANIELS brings the real 

magic of Christmas to this year’s pantomime, where 
Christmas wishes and dreams really do come true! 

Wednesday 5 December - Sunday 13 January 2002 


BOX OFFICE 01 753 853888 
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OR THE 


for bereaved parents 

25-27 January 2002 

HOTHORPE HALL, LEICESTER " 


BUILDINO FOR 

tomorrow 


Care for the Family hosts a 
special time away for those who 
have suffered the loss of a child. 


the weekend wjll 
provide: 

• comfort and hope 

• practical strategies 
for working through 
bereavement and loss 

• time to relax and 
reflect 

• a way forward 

Bereaved 


Led by Peter and ' 4 
Barbie Reynolds, I * 'A 
who developed ^ 
the Bereaved \V 

Parents Network 
following the death of 
their son, aged 2 1 and 
baby grandson. 


For further details, or to receive a brochure, 
call Care for the Family on ( 029 ) 208 1 0800 . 


Care for the Family - A Christian response 
to a world of need. A Registered Charity. 


BANBURY PRIVATE AMBULANCE 


We hire wheelchairs, crutches, 
commodes and zimmer frames. 

We also sell reconditioned wheelchairs. 

Wheelchair, stretcher and ambulance 
transport available including Christmas 
Day and Boxing Day 


32 HOWARD ROAD, BANBURY 
01295 259109 



ST BENET’S HALL, OXFORD 

We are delighted to invite you to share in a very special opportunity to join in an exploration of 
themes in Christian theology, history and spirituality at St benet’s Hall, Oxford. The programme, led 
by monks of Ampleforth Abbey at St Benet’s, will offer a chance for study, reflection and discussion 
in the stimulating atmosphere of an Oxford monastic house of studies. Full board is provided in the 
Hall’s newly refurb-ished accommodation and courses will include tours of the city as well as times of 
prayer with the monastic community. If you have difficulty with stairs, please note there is no lift. 

Preaching Matthew 

Seeking the special focus of the gospel readings of the coming year, the course is especially suitable 
for clergy, readers and all who love the scriptures. 

Led by Fr Henry Wansbrough OSB 
Tues 4 - Fri 7 December 2001 £195 resident, £95 non-resident 

IN VINO VERITAS 

A preparation for the feast (Advent & Aperitifs), and at the feast itself (Christmas and the banquet 
theme in scripture). Wine & prayer for company & celebration, climaxing in a celebratory dinner. 

Led by Fr Jeremy Sierla OSB 

Sat 8 - Mon 10 December 2001 £145 resident, £80 non-resident (includes wines) 

Early Christian Art 

Illustrating the artistic brilliance and theological clarity of particular periods and places of Byzantine Art 

Led by Dr Nicholas Gendle 

Fri 4 - Mon 7 January 2002 £195 resident, £95 non-resident 
For booking and further information: 

The Master, St Benet’s Hall, 38 St Giles, Oxford 0X1 3LN 

Tel: 01865 280556 

E-mail: henry.wansbrough@st-benets.ox.ac.uk 


PREMISES 

SOUGHT 

by Christian Couple (1 qualified teacher) 

for Quality Childrens Daycare Nursery 

Any location or type of building 
considered - Good Income opportunity 
For Informal chat 

Tel: 01296 428156 


You can always depend on our 
church insurance. 

Established as the Anglican insurer 
in 1887, our knowledge is specialised 
and unrivalled. 

In the last five years, fire claims 
alone have exceeded £20 million. 

Of course we’re there when the worst 
happens, but we’re also there to help 
make sure it doesn’t. 

We help with restoration and 
repair work by sharing our profits 
with the Church. 

This is just one way in which we 
demonstrate the total commitment 
we make to you. 



ECCLESIASTICAL 


INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

Telephone: 0845 777 33 22 
www. eigonline. co. uk/church 


MEMBER 



General Insurance 

SWKWff?S CDUHOL 
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FREE coaching from 
selected pick-up points 
throughout the UK 


For your FREE brochure, simply call the Travelscope Brochure Hotline number (quoting the six letter code of the holiday you're interested in), or return this coupon to the address below. 


Avalon School of art and 
Craft. Capture the beauty of 
Ireland on canvas. 

All abilities. 

2002 bookings - Brochure. 


flPP Ihe Mail Order 
v 9lat Company 

Winter 2001 collection includes; 
waterproof ad weather hats, winter warmers, 
cocktail hats & wedding hats. 

We now also supply men's hats, 
for full colour brochure cad: 01535 631960 
'E-mail: emptiries@ad-hats.com 
• Website: ad-hatsxom 


SUSSEX 

Flackley Ash Hotel, Nr. Rye, 
East Sussex. 

Georgian Country House Hotel. 
Indoor Pool 8 Leisure Centre. 
2 night Winter Breaks from 
£99 per person. 

Special Pampering Breaks. 

Tel: 01797230651 


ENJOY A BREAK IN ONE 
OF UK's TOP TWO RESORTS 
WITH EPWORTH HOTELS 


JOIN OS FOR A TRADITIONAL CHRISTIAN 
CHRISTMAS at the substantially refurbished 
NEW SOCTHLANDS HOTEL in SCARBOROUGH 

• 4 nights Fall Board 

• Full entertainment package 

• Host and Hostess 

23-17 December 2001 £319.00 per person 


TEL: 01723 361144 FAX: 017233611: 


To Advertise 

please ring 
David Holden on: 
01527 588021 
01527 588033 

Fax 

01527 588001 


STUDLAND BAY 
DORSET 


For brochure phone/Sax 01929 450224 


CENTRAL 

PORTUGAL 

We are the only company in the 
UK marketing properties in this 
beautiful area of Portugal. 
Prices from £15,000 
We are confident you will enjoy 
our property listings. 
PREMIER PROPERTIES 
INTERNATIONAL 
Tel 01935 881199 

sales® premierpropertiesonline.net 


We 
could 
tell you 
lots about 
the Dutch 
owned “Van 
Gogh”, we could wax 
lyrical about her deck 
space, her lounges, her 
bars and public rooms, we 
could discuss her library, 
gymnasium, casino, hairdressers 
and tax-free shops at length. We 
could praise the quality of her 
restaurant and the service and 
choice of food that is offered. We 
could talk enthusiastically about 
the style and comfort of her suites 
and cabins and the genuine 
friendliness of her officers and 
crew, or we could describe the 
West End standard of the excellent 
shows and entertainment on 
board. Howeverall we really need 
to say is that never before have we 
seen a ship of this class so lovingly 
maintained, in such good order 
and offering such excellent value- 
for-money ocean cruise 
opportunities. 

MNH ~ 


NofwsglBsiB PJori® 

Apple Blossom Cruise 

7 Days - Departing May and June 2002 

Cruise in real style from the comfort of your own floating hotel and enjoy panoramic views of j 
truly breathtaking scenery! From the dramatic coastal and fjord scenety to the serenity of the 
inland regions, the sheer natural beauty of Norway is the perfect choice for a 
wonderful holiday experience. 

• Complimentary coaching from selected pick-up points 

• Convenient cruising from Harwich and return 

• Extensive cruising itinerary including Flam, Ulvik, 

Gudvangen and Bergen 

• All cabins with full private facilities and air 
conditioning 

• Full board and Entertainment on the Van Gogh 
Optional “Norway in a Nutshell” excursion 
available 


Summer Sunshine 

Cruise 2002 


Cruise South 

To The Sun! 

9 Days - Departing 15th September 2002 

With the children back at school this is the perfect opportunity to let 
your dreams become reality. As well as six exciting ports of call our 
itinerary also includes two days at sea at the beginning and towards the end 
oftheholiday, enabling you to get to know your cruise vessel andmake 
full use of its excellent facilities. Whatever your age, and whatever 
your tastes, you’ll find plenty to do on this fantastic cruise-liner. 

• Complimentary coaching from selected pick-up points 

• Convenient cruising from Falmouth, returning to Nice 

• Extensive cruising itinerary including six ports of call; Vigo, 

Lisbon, Gibraltar, Tangiers, Barcelona and Nice 

• All cabins with full private facilities and air conditioning 

• Full board on the Van Gogh and evening entertainment 

• Extend your cruise and enjoy an additional five ports of call from £349 


9 Days - Departing July, August and Sept 2002 

Cruising was once the preserve of the very wealthy, but with prices starting from as little as £399, 
this luxury holiday isat a price with in everyone’s reach. What better way to see an amazing six ports 
of call, four countries and two continents than from the comfort of your own floating 
hotel, with panoramic views from every window! 

• Complimentary coaching from selected pick-up points 
• Convenient cruising from Falmouth and return 

l Extensive cruising itinerary including six ports of call; 
Oporto, Cadiz, Gibraltar, Tangiers, Lisbon and Vigo 
l All cabins with full private facilities and air 
conditioning 

• Full board on the Van Gogh and entertainment 
I each evening 

• Optional shore excursions available 


Highlights Of The 

Med Cruise 

9 Days - Departing Sept and Oct 2002 


This really is the perfect opportunity to take a pre-winter tonic, and 
enjoy leisurely days at sea with like minded people of your own age. 
Included in the itinerary are an amazing six ports of call in four different 
countries! From the comfort of the impressive Van Gogh, you will 
experience a myriad of fabulous and exotic destinations and a very 
special atmosphere. 

• Complimentary coaching from selected pick-up points 
• Convenient Channel crossings 
i Cruising itinerary including Venice, Dubrovnik, Corfu, Naples, 
Rome and Nice 

Adi cabins with full private facilities and air conditioning 
Full board and evening entertainment on the Van Gogh 
Exciting range of optional excure ions available 


| 


Name: ft# 

| Address: 

S 


. . a 

□ 

.Postcode: fl 


Norwegian Fjords Apple 
Blossom Cruise 
Summer Sunshine Cruise 
Cruise South to the Sun 
Highlights of the Med Cruise 


Code:DPUABV 

Code: DPUSSV 
Code: DPUCSV 
Code: DPUHMV 


Return address: 

Travelscope Reader Holiday Offers, Travelscope, Elgin 
House, High Street, STONEHOUSE, Glos. GL102NA 


"IT'” 01453 820000 

PLEASE QUOTE THE 6 CHARACTER CODE OF THE BROCHURE YOU REQUIRE 


Book Direct on our Cruise Reservations Hotline: 01453 820022 


Reservations opening hours: Mon -Fri: 9am-8pm, Sat: 9am4pm and Sun: 10am-4pm 


ABT 


V5060 


MERGANSER CRUISES 

Come cruising with 
us on our converted MBMBL 
8-passenger barge MERGANSER in 
Belgium or France in summer 2001 . 

A REAL TREAT! Very relaxing, 
wonderful food, and interesting 
conducted tours. Single travellers 
always welcome and no supplements. 
Special rates available for parties of 6 
or over. MERGANSER. DEPT CE, 1 
PORT HILL. HERTFORD SGI 4 1PJ, 

Tel: 01992 550616 
Fax: 01992 303434 

Email: merganserObargedlrect.com 


LLANDUDNO 

SHERBOURNE 

HOTEL 

Open all year. Book now for 
Christmas & Winter Breaks. 

WTB 3 Star Hotel. 

Lift to all floors, ground floor rooms 
available; Private car park. All major 
Credit Cards accepted 

Tel: 01492 879660 


MALLORCA 

VILLA RENTALS 
Pollensa area 

PRESTIGE PROPERTIES 
Tel: +34971-535076 
Fax: +34971-535048 

Web: www.prestigi.com 
Brochure on request 


KINGFORD HOUSE HOTEL 

Longmead. Lynton, North Devon EX35 6DQ 

4 DIAMOND E.T.C. 

We are a family run hotel where you can 
relax and be assured of a warm, 
traditional welcome. Enjoy excellent 
home cooked cuisine. All rooms are 
en-suite. Ideal position for touring 
Exmoor. Short or long term permanent 
stay available. Please telephone Tricia 
Morgan, (or Brochure and Tariff. 

01598 752361 


REETH 

SWALEDALE 

YORKSHIRE 

Our paths are open 
Old Georgian House B8B 
Excellent base for walking 
and touring the Dales 
Fully En-Suite 
ETC 4 Diamonds 
Tel: 01748 884815 
www.arklehouse.com 


DORDOGNE 

A selection of well equipped 
cottages 8 farmhouses some 
with pools. Sleep 2-10. Prices 
from £220 - £1100 pw. 
for further details contact: 
Lesley Roads 

Tel: +33 (0)5 53 54 79 37 
Fax: +33 (0)5 53 04 77 40 

Email: 

Lesley.Roads@wanadoo.fr 


PEMIIDKESIIII 

comm mm 

Treat yourselves to a 
break in one of our 
holiday cottages. 
Wonderful countryside, 
close to sea. 

Sleeps 2-10. 

For availability and details 

Tel: 01437 710492 

or email: 

Cuffernmanor@hotmail.com 


Fairfields Hotel 

situated in picturesque National Trust Village 
overlooking the Bay. 

ETB ♦♦♦♦ Highly Commended 
Corps d’elite Wine Award. All rooms en-suite. 
Large Garden. Log Fires. Child Friendly. 
SPRING BREAKS AVAILABLE. 


Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & 
holidays. Our cottages are 
comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 
See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: cjvbhhol@aol.com 

Tel. 01 749 672 857 


Lake District 
Esthwaite Farm 

Near Sawrey 
Hawkshead 

Comfortable, well equipped 
family run cottages. Peacefully 
situated in own grounds 
between Esthwaite water and 
the village of Near Sawrey. 
An ideal centre for exploring 
the South Lakes. 

Pets Welcome 

Special Winter Rates 
Lakeland Cottages 
from £1 20 

Exc Christmas & New Year Periods 

Phone (015394) 42435 


6IFTS FOR CAT J| 
4 DOG LOVERS! MffL 

Over 100 drawings on cards, 
coasters, T-shirts, 
mousemats & mugs 

wwig.thelobbancolleetion.eo.uk 

JANET LOBBAN 
* 0 % 01269 845 467 


HAT MAKING 
COURSES 

with professional couture 
milliner 

Janie Ashford 
in Staffordshire 
call 01902 893683 

for details or 

email; courses ©hatblocks.co.uk 
www.hatblocks.co.uk 


To Advertise 

please ring 

David Holden on: 

01527 588021 

01527 588033 

Fax: 

01527 588001 


20 Queens Road 
Shanklin 

Isle of Wight P037 6AW 

01983 862727 

www.knights-rest.co.uk 


Bed & Breakfast. Open all year. 
Adults only. Ideal relaxing break. 

2 mins beach, town and old village. 
Special Offers 


ISLE OF WIGHT 

* Individually appointed rooms, 
all en-suite * Adults only - sorry, 
no-one under 1 6 * Room service 

* Heated outdoor pool * 
Candlelit dinners - by reservation 

* Direct dial phones in all 
bedrooms * Valet service 

available * All rooms with tea 
and coffee facilities. 

Tel. 01983 862178 
Fax. 01983 868636 
email empress.sea@virgin.net 
ETC ♦♦♦♦ RAC ♦♦♦♦ 


DEVON 

THE MANOR MILL 
WATERROW 

The perfect rural retreat 

Cottages/apartments plus indoor 
heated pool for holidays, 
weekend breaks. Weddings, 
shooting/parties catered for. 
(Self catering also available). 

Tel: 01984 623317 


BEAUTIFUL 

DARTMOOR 

Stylish luxury town house in 
Tavistock. Ideally situated to 
explore Devon and Cornwall. 
Special Breaks- 3 nights for 2 

BROWNS HOTEL 

Tel: 01822 618686 
www.brownsdevon.co.uk 


Dublin 

City Centre 

Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 874 0469 


CORNWALL 

Tranquil Cottages. 

4 acres. Donkeys, fishing. 

Tel. 01579 383917 

www.cornwallcottages.com 


MUCHAMIEL 

ALICANTE 

Spacious quality flat built for 
English over 50's. Pool, 
garden, laundry, total security. 

Bus 150 metres. Sleeps 3. 
£115 per week inclusive of all 
bills. Reduced for long lets. 

Tel: 07788 817959 


SPAIN 

Coast of Light Small B&B. 
Unspoilt beaches & 
countryside. 

you're assured of a warm 
welcome. Mike & Jenny. 
English spoken. 

Tel: 0034 956 451 709 


DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 
2 miles Exmoor, sleeps 4-8, 
heated covered pool. 
Games Room. Peace and 
quiet in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 


EASTBOURNE 

THE SAXON HOTEL 

Special Offers for Diocesan 
readers - Stay 3 nights - 4th 
night FREE, 10% discount off 
weekly rates - 
Call now for details. 
Colour brochure available. 

Tel: 01323 721521 
Fax: 01323 640521 


AEM EDINBURGH APIS’ 
STB 4 STARS SELF-CAT’ 

To sleep 6, 5, 5,4 

www.edindurpliapts.GD.uk 

Tel: 0131 6633281 


Woodlands Hotel 

Sidmouth EX10 8HG 
Level Position 
Near Sea & shops 
Ample Car Parking 
Year Round Special Breaks 
Free Phone: 0800 198 3120 

Tel: 01395 513120 

www. woodlands-hotel .com 
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TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 


Advertising 


" Littledale Hall ’ 

A Place to Retreat to Advance 

Enjoy your retreat time on a private country estate 

• Warm hospitality/log fires • En suite bed-sitting rooms 
• Central heating • Home cooked food 
• Beautiful grounds/river • Group/individual bookings 
• ACC affiliated/listening ear 

• ‘Lost dreams’ retreat - based on the book “Sacred Romance” 

Littledale mist, Littledale Hall 
nr Lancaster LA2 9EY 

Tel: 01524 770266 Fax: 01524 771553 

email: littledale@compuserve.com 
www.doveuk.com/littledale 



&. 

Christian Healing 
Mission 


Looking for healing... 
In need of prayer? 
Please do not hesitate to 


contact us: 

8 Cambridge Court, 210 
Shepherds Bush Road, 
Hammersmith, London W6 7NJ 

Tel: 020 7603 8118 
Fax: 020 7603 5224 

24-hr prayer line: 020 7603 0667 
chm@healingmission.freeserve.co.uk 


SNOWDONIA 

Charming 17th Century 
Farmhouse. 

All en-suite, Non smoking. 
Beautiful lakes, mountain, 
forest setting, wonderful walks. 
SPECIAL BREAKS. 
MAGICAL CHRISTMAS 

01766 540397 


TORQUAY 

BARCLAY COURT 
HOT£L ♦♦♦♦ 

Friendly, comfortable hotel 
All en suite rooms 
Ground floor rooms 
SPECIAL BREAK DEALS 
£75pp 4 nights BBHalf board 
available. Parking, garden, 
close to town. Licensed 

Tel: 01803 292791 


PEMBROKESHIRE 

BRB 

Come and enjoy a 
relaxing break with us in 
our large country house 
with extensive grounds. 
Ideally placed for the 
coastal path, beaches, 
Haverfordwest 
and St Davids. 
£17.50 per person 
per night 

Tel: 01437710492 



In need of rest, refreshment and 
renewal? 


Retreat House standing in 
beautiful, spacious grounds, offers 
comfortable accommodation in 
informal family atmosphere with 
horrte cooking a speciality. Short 
evening devotions, team members 
available for prayer if requested. 

Stamp for brochure to: 
Stanton House, Stanton St John, 
Oxford 0X33 1HQ 
Tel: 01865 358807 


FRANCE 

LOIRE VALLEY 

2 maisonettes newly 
on market sleeping 
two & four (larger 
numbers possible) 

Tel. 0033 247 92 6405 


LONDON B&B 

Heathrow 15 minutes Piccadilly 
Line, central London 25 
minutes. Primrose House - 
Elegant, quiet, pristine. 
Offers en-suite, TV, buffet 
breakfast. Ideal location for 
Christmas shopping. 

Tel: 0908 568 5573 


Glen Tor Hotel 

ETC 44666 

Torn Park, Ilfracombe, Devon 
EX34 8AZ 



An Oasis of Calm in a 
Chaotic World 
Quality Accommodation 
Excellent Service 
Open Christmas & New 
Year 

01271 862403 

www.glentorhotel.co.uk 


ELITE 

VOYAGES 



CYPRUS 

Authentic Village House 

(Some situated in 


Wine-making villages near 
Paphos). 

DLLUX VILLAS 
with pools 
Explore CYPRUS 
with private guide. 
November Offers Apply 
ELITE VOYAGES 
020 8450 5386 


www.elite-voyages.com 
ATOL 5419 


PARIS 

A few steps from the Arc de Triomphe 
and Avenue des Champs Elys6es. 
Quietly placed modern apartment in 
famous Street market with all the 
amenities of the central area. 
Sleeps 2. From £40 per night - 
weekends or longer lets. 

Tel/Fax: 01225 8B6641 


DORSET 
LYME REGIS 

2 rural farmhouses 4 and 6 
bedrooms, sleeps 11 and 16, 
double glazed conservatories, 
full central heating log fire, 
OPEN ALL YEAR. 
www.farmhousedorset.com 
Tel/fax 01297 489375 


SPAIN 

Village House in lovely, unspoilt 
Andalucian Valley. Ideally placed 
to Ski in Sierra Nevada, swim on 
Costa Del Sol, visit ancient 
Moorish Palaces of Grenada 
and The Alhambra. Sleeps 2-6 
adults + 2 children 
From £220 per Week 
Tel: 0161 8812603 


NEW FOREST/ 
AVON VALLEY 

farm holiday cottages. ETC 4 
Star. Sleeps 2-8. Close pub. 
Enjoy fishing, meadows, 
riverbank, forest. Excellent 
central heating. Electricity & 
linen included 

Tel: 01425 653908 


WOULD YOU LIKE A 
THREE CENTRE 
HOLIDAY in Norway, 

June 10-June 20, or 

Interlarken, Switzerland, 

July 25 - August 5? If so 
please contact 

Joan Gilbert on 
01202 293349 


RjTR 

Old 

Jordans 

Guest House & 

Conference Centre 

Jordans, near Beaconsfield 
Buckinghamshire HP9 2SW 
Tel: 01494 879700 
Fax: 01494 875657 

Website: www.oldjordans.org.uk 

Atholl Centre 

Atholl Road, Pitlochry, Perthshire PH 16 5BX 
Tel: 01796 473044 Fax: 01796 473844 

E-mail: info@atholl-bap-cen.u.net.com www.atholl-bap-cen.u.net.com 

A Christian Conference and Retreat Centre Situated At 
The Heart Of Scotland 
can offer you .... 

* CONFERENCE FACILITIES * RESIDENTIAL COURSES * 
CHURCH or YOUTH WEEKENDS * HOLIDAY RETREATS * 
EQUIPPED FOR DISABLED and CARERS 
With easy access throughout the building 
CHURCH OUTINGS or COACH TRIPS 

Whatever Your Need Young or Old Look No Further ... ... 

Contact us for further details of how 
we can cater for your every need 




LATTENDALES 

QUAKER GUEST HOUSE 

Greystoke, Penrith, Cumbria CA1 1 OUE 

QUIETLY SITUATED ON THE 
NORTH EDGE OF THE 
LAKELAND NATIONAL PARK. 

LATTENDALES IS A GUEST 
HOUSE OF THE FRIENDS 
FELLOWSHIP OF HEALING. 

A REGISTERED CHARITY 

TELEPHONE: 017684 83229 - 017684 83058 (fax) 



OPEN PROGRAMME 2001 - 2002 
SHALLOWFIELD HOUSE 

Lichfield Diocesan Retreat end Conference Ceetre 


5th-9th November 2001 £150 

- led by Revd. Mart More ton and Irene Vickers 

30th November to 2nd December 2001 £75 “ OPEN FOR LIFE" 

- led by Revd. Roger Vaughan 
lst-3rd March 2002 £80 THE BISHOP’S RETREAT 
"At die Cross in Life" led by RL Revd. Christopher Hill, Bishop of Stafford 
23rtl-25th April 2002 £95 

r w yrih y jrknds with mo rv tlfouf 
...” (D. Julian) - led by Wanda Nash 
2nd-4th August 2002 £80 “ SILENCE AND SHARING” 

- A retreat with times of silence and time to share 

led by Revd. Jeff Leonardi 

5th-9th August 2002 £165 ‘ PAINTING AND PRAYER ” 

- led by Chaplain: Revd. Stella Polashek, Tutor: Claire Kibbler 

For further information on any of the above please contact The Warden 
at Shallowford House, Shallowford, Stone, Staffs ST15 ONZ 
Tel: 01785 760233 Fax: 01785 760390 
Email: y 


Pilgrim 

1 1 Christian 

H I I Conference 
I I ClI I Centre 

Forthcoming events include 

Diary 2002 

This is now available. Please 
contact us for a copy to ensure 
that you don’t miss oat an one 
of our special Country Breaks. 
These holidays are always 
popular so it is important to 
book. 

Festival Fayre 

llth - 15th December 
Savour an excellent 3 course dinner 
served in our elegant Baronial Hall. 
Music, candlelight, log fires and a 
warm welcome await you. 

All inclusive price of £19.50 p.p. 

For further information please 
contact us on 01825 840295 
Pilgrim Hall Christian Hotel and 
Conference Centre, Easons 
Green, Uckfield, East Sussex 
TN22 5 RE 
Fax 01825 840017 
Email: Pilghall@aol.com 
www.pilgrimhall.com 


• Professional, well equipped 
Conference Hall for up to 130 

• Various excellent meeting rooms 

• Magnificent old country house 
set within a 12 acre private estate 
amidst beautiful countryside 

• Offers comfortable 
accommodation for up to 120 
people 

• Wonderful food in a warm 
friendly atmosphere 



Carverv Lunch 

Sunday 16th December 


6th and 20th January 2002 
Why not treat yourself to a 
delicious 2 course lunch served 
in the Baronial Hall followed 
by coffee in ore of our 
comfortable lounges. 

£12 per adult 
€64)0 child under 12 


To Advertise 

please ring 
David Holden on: 

01527 588021/588033 
Fax: 01527 588001 


DECADE MINOTME! 


FOR ALL AGE VISUAL IDEAS AND TALKS 
LATEST REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY PACK £5 
CHURCH YEAR WALLPLANNER 2002 £10 
SEND FOR COLOUR CATALOGUE OF VISUAL AIDS. 

Farncombe View I 


m 

ADDREtt 


Hungerford Hill 
Lambourn , 

RG 17 8NP 01488 71077 

www.decadeministries.co.uk 



College op The Holy Spirit 
I Mi llpoRT, Isle op Omm 

Holiday and Retreat House situated on the Isle of Cumbrae in Scotland and 
attached to the Cathedral of The Isles, Britain’s smallest Cathedral. Open 
throughout the year to church groups and individuals for holidays, retreats, 
church weekends etc.. 

Retreats for 2002 include “Stress and Stillness” with Wanda Nash, “Invitation to a 
meal” with Eddie Askew, Marriage Refreshment Weekend and Painting and 
Prayer Retreat. For further information, including full retreat programme foe 
2002, available from: 

The Warden, The College, Millport, Isle of Cumbrae KA28 OHE 

Tel: 01475 530353 Fax: 01475 530204 
Email: tccumbrae@argyll.anglican.org 


COLUMBANOS COMMUNITY 
OF RECONCILIATION 

□ Mixed community of Catholics 
and Protestants in N.Belfast 
working for reconciliation and 
unity 

□ Resources of excellent 
premises, garden, library for 
events which fit the ethos and 
cross community relationships 

Contact: “Leader” 683 Antrim 
Road, 

Belfast Bt15 4EG 

Tel: 028 90 778 0009 

Fax: 028 90 774 692 
Email: columbanus683@aol.com 


LONDON 

ALLANDALE HOTEL 

3 Devonshire Terrace, near Hyde Park, 
London W2 3DN - Warm welcome, 
family run, full English breakfast, 
near Oxford Street/West End. 

£5 discount if you mention advert. 
Please send SAE for brochure. 
info@allandalehotel.com 
Tel/Fax: 020 7723 8311 


St Cuthman’s 

Coolham RH13 8QL 
(formerly St Julian’s) 
A wonderful venue for 
private retreats/’ time 
out’ near Horsham, 
Sussex. 

Chapel, ensuite rooms, 
quiet, comfortable. 
Good food, beautiful 
lake & grounds. 

2 night min. stay 

Telephone: 

01403 741220 

for information 


Littledale Hall 

A Place to Retreat to 
Advance 

• Warm hospitality/log fires 

• En suite/Bed-sitting rooms, 
home cooked food 

• Beautiful grounds/river 

• Group/Individual bookings 

• ACC affiliated/listening ear 

• “Lost Dreams” Retreat - 
Based on the Book “Sacred 
Romance” 

Littledale Trust, Littledale 
Hall, Lancaster LA2 9EY 
Tel: 01524 770266 
Fax: 01524 771553 
Email: 

Littledale@littledalehall.co.uk 
www. littledalehall.co. uk 


EARN 

EXTRA CASH 

Working at home mailing 
envelopes or typing. 

For FREE information pack, 
please send SAE to: 

IS ENTERPRISES 
39 Queens Road, 
London Nil 2QP or phone: 
020 8881 7459 (24 hours) 


LONDON 

PRIMROSE HOUSE 

B&B. Heathrow 15 mins. 
Piccadilly line central London 
25 mins. Elegant, quiet, pris- 
tine. Offers ensuite, TV, buffet 
breakfast. Ideal location for 


Christmas shopping. 

Tel: 020 887 88845 



New Year Retreat 

Dec. 31 - Jan. 3 2002 
£90 

Walking in the Beacons 

April 19-21 2002 £73 
For details contact: 
The Warden, 

Coleg Trefeca, Trefeca, 
Brecon, Powys LD3 0PP 
Tel: 01874 711423 
Fax: 01874 712212 
email: trefeca@surfaid.org 



"The weekend was 
a great success; 
God was really there.' 


We could talk about the Wycliffe Centre's 
beautiful location, affordable prices or delicious 
food. Instead we'll let some of our previous 
guests talk about what God has done here... 

"... we shall be returning to 
London with several new 1 

Christians and people who have 
experienced God in a new and 

powerful way...” rn 

Parish of Brentford^ 


"We were strengthened spiritually and 
in unity as a team of leaders... and 
our commitment to serve the Lord was 
greatly sharpened over the weekend 
while at your Centre." 
Elim Pentecostal Church/ Camberwell 


ty ku ntmys keen ekmnr tUtk Centre is kntUinjr^er... 

<7 thtxk (jtdfrytK dvuttkewy tUjen sent otLers. 
Stinks Ckxrck Centre, linden 


If you're planning an away day or 
conference, we can provide: 

• Flexibility: we cater for groups from 5-150 

• Affordability: typical cost per adult for a 
church weekend is just £62.90, fully inclusive 

• Convenience: around 30 miles from London, 
even less from Oxford 

• Beauty: peacefully situated in the scenic 
Chiltern Hills 

Whatever your plans, we want to help you 
get away and meet God. 

For more information contact 

Jennifer Schumann, Wycliffe Centre, Horsleys Green, 
High Wycombe, Bucks HP14 3XL 
Tel: 01494 682266, Email: centre_enquiries@wydiffe.org 


The Wycliffe Centre 
Beautifully simple 







18 


THE DOOR : NOVEMBER 2001 


Time of your life 


Young missionaries give a year for ‘Le Gospel’ in France 



POPPING over to France has 
never been so easy. What with 
the Channel Tunnel, cheap- 
flights and numerous ferries. 
So it isn’t a surprise that many 
English people spend their 
holidays there. However for 
one girl in Chipping Norton, 
France is not to be a holiday 
destination, but a mission 
field for the next ten months. 

Philippa Gafford, fresh out 
of school, is working on an 
Oasis Team in Rouen for ten 
months, before taking up a 
place at Cambridge 
University. She is joining 
Claire Aitken from Woodley, 
Reading, Libby Miles from 
Birmingham and Helen 
Braund who already lives in 
Rouen. 

Philippa says of the trip: ‘We 
will spend our time based at 
(and living above) a church 
called ‘Le Gospel’ in Rouen, 
Normandy, basically getting 
involved in church life - help- 
ing with Sunday school, youth 
work, outreach projects, work 


with the homeless, running a 
drop in cafe, and joining in the 
new University cell groups. 
France is constantly being 
described to me as a mission 
field. Eighty per cent of the 
population call themselves 
Catholic but very few are 
practising. There are four 
times as many Muslims as 
Protestants in the country, and 
many churches of non- 


Catholic denomination 
(Baptist, evangelical etc.) are 
subject to government investi- 
gation on suspicion of being 
cults. 

Rouen is a historic town 
where Joan of Arc was burnt 
at the stake. The River Seine 
runs through the centre and 
the right hand side of the river 
is fairly affluent. However, the 
left bank of the river, where 


‘Le Gospel’ is situated, is less 
affluent. I know there is a lot 
of homelessness as well as a 
drugs problems.’ 

The commissioning service 
was held on 21 September in 
High Wycombe, when Steve 
Chalke, founder of Oasis 
spoke about the work of 
Oasis Global Action Teams. 
They exist to pass on the 
truth of John 10 v 10 - the 


abundant life we have 
through Christ. Through a 
holistic approach, with grace, 
they seek to reach poor and 
marginalised people through 
projects in 13 countries in 
four continents in partnership 
with the local church. 

There were 62 young peo- 
ple including Philippa com- 
missioned at the service, 
going to seven countries. 
They will be working 
exremely hard with hardly 
any time off, concentrating 
fully on their work with little 
spare time. 

Each member of a Global 
Action team has had to raise 
£3500. Philippa’s fund rais- 
ing activities have included a 
sponsored walk with her 
father around the South 
West Coastal Path. She has 
also received much prayer 
and support from St Mary’s 
Church, the Crusader Group 
and friends in Chipping 
Norton. 
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Prayer for America 


I pray for the people who 

are in the rubble 

I pray for the people who 

are in trouble 

I pray for the people in the 

plane 

I pray for the people that 
are in pain 

I pray for the people with 
bones that are bent 
I pray for the people that 
are innocent 

I pray for the people that 
are injured and hurt 
I pray for the people who 
are covered in dirt 

I pray for the people that 
did survive 

I pray for the people that 
aren’t alive 

I pray for the people who 
have lost a friend 
I really, really hope that 
that’s the END! 

by Christian Barr (aged 9) 
This poem first appeared in the 
Hambledon Valley Group 
Magazine October 2001 edition 

V 

Ecumenical eggs 
will help Romania 

INSPIRED by the study notes 
for this year’s Week of Christian 
Unity, Churches Together in 
Witney (C 1 W) are supporting a 
local registered charity, 
Transrural Trust, which is help- 
ing women in eight villages in 
the remote north-east region of 
Romania. Funds raised in 
Witney have been divided 
between the villages. They will 
help the women to develop 
their amazing artistic talent \in 
the decorating of eggshells - an 
ancient craft in this region. The 
idea is to enable the women to 
sell more of their eggs and so 
earn a modest income to sup- 
port their families. 

A volunteer sales force from 
CTW is selling the eggs on 
behalf of the women and return- 
ing the proceeds to Transrural 
Trust to fund their programme 
of training and community 
development. The eggs, which 
make ideal Christmas gifts, are 
available from Transrural Trust 
on 01993 771230 or email: 
mail@transrural.org 

The 2002 Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity is 18 to 25 January 
on the theme With you is the 
Fountain of Life (Psalm 36 v 9) 


Unique Embroidered 
Stoles 

Individually created just for you by 
Designer & Textile Artist Chris Gibbs 
BA (Hons); Dip. Stitched Textiles 

Commissions & Workshops also 
undertaken 

Call Chris on 01753 523526 
/ 0775 934 3290 or Email: 
chrisstitch@btopenworld.com 



Fellowship for 
Evangelising 
Britain’s Villages 

committed to reaching the lost millions 
in Britain's rural areas with the Gospel 
since 1919. 


• Working with village churches 
• Pioneer evangelism • Church missions 

Write to the address below for: 

Village News' (sent free) Deputation Visit 

Membership enquires Further information 

FEBV, PO Box 271, Taunton TA1 iyy 
Tel: 01823 321016 E-mail: febv@cwcom.net 


The Sitting Service 

23 Ashfield Drive. Halifax 
Tel: 01422 368892 Fax: 01422 368692 
Website: http://www.netconnected.com/sittine/ 



HOUSESITTERS REQUIRED 

Must be dedicated animal people and prepared to travel. You will be 
honest and outgoing, fit and active and able to provide references. 
Age 50+ . This is a fantastic opportunity for the right people. 

Contact Jeannie Hind on 01422 368692 

GREEN PASTURES 

Christian Centre of Healing 

Open to all for retreats, rest and ‘time-out’. 
Counselling and other therapies on offer, 
within a worshipping community. 
Landscaped garden, seasonal heated 
swimming pool, full board, most 
bedrooms en-suite. 

1 7 Burton Road, Branksome Park, 
Poole, Dorset BH13 6DT 

Tel: 01202 764776 


To Advertise 

please ring David Holden on: 

01527 588021/588033 

Fax: 01527 S88QQ1 




WORLD WIDE CHRISTIAN TRAVEL 

SLOVENIA AUGUST 25th - SEPTEMBER 8th 2001 


Advertisement Feature 


In September 2000, we led a party to 
Israel and were one of the last parties 
to come home after the present troubles 
had started. We were, in fact, trying to 
get to the Temple Mount when it all 
started. 

Several of the folks who came with us, 
asked if we could plan another holiday 
somewhere else, free from trouble! 

Jocelyn Pimm’s advice was ‘why don’t you 
go to Kranjska Gora in Slovenia”? In our 
ignorance many 

of us had no idea what country she was 
speaking of but we warmed to the idea. 

The suggested price for a fortnight was 
very good value and when eventually the 
party of 24 arrived in what was Northern 
Yugoslavia, we realised what a beautiful 
spot we had come to . Kranjska Gora is a 
skiing resort and also in the summer is a 
favourite spot for holiday makers. 
Thankfully, much of it is unspoiled. Our 
fortnight there was a very special experi- 
ence for all of us. 

It was a holiday that suited everybody of all 
interests and ages. There were a number of 
possible organised coach trips, which our 
party could join, each with English speak- 
ing guides.This enabled 
us to see more of the countryside and 
some of the historic sites of Slovenia. 

Many of us enjoyed the local Wander 


Walks led by a local guide. The hotel had 
good facilities for swimming and relaxing, 
and the package even included a two hour 
bike ride, which some of us enjoyed. Many 
of us enjoyed 

just wandering around the local foot paths, 
exploring neighbouring villages and ending 
up at ‘Charlies’ the famous cream cake, ice 
cream and coffee establishment in Kranjska 
Gora. 

One of the highlights of our fortnight was 
meeting with local Christians. A friend of 
ours from Manchester has taught in 
Ljubjana University for over 20 years. It 
was good to renew fellowship with her and 
she proved to be a very good source of 
information whenever we needed her, par- 
ticularly as she speaks fluent Slovene. Now 
retired, she is always happy to meet up 
with Christians from England. We also had 
a very happy link with the Baptist Church in 
Jesenice. The Pastor had been to visit our 
Church in England, so we contacted him 
and the easiest decision was for the local 
church to move to Hotel Kompas on our 
second Sunday where we had a two hour 
joint Slovene/English service. This was a 
very moving occasion and a number of us 
were able to take part and with 


interpretation, so everybody was able to 
understand all that was taking place. 
Singing well known hymns in English and 
Slovene together was quite an experience, 
but the fellowship and the warmth of meet- 
ing with local believers was a great thrill to 
us. 

We discovered that in the 2.5 million peo- 
ple in the country, there are barely 700 
evangelical Christians and only a handful of 
evangelical churches. However, through the 
Pastor, Drago’s organisation, the whole 
country has been distributed with leaflets 
from Every Home Crusade and there has 
been some response and Bible Study Cells 
have been set up in various parts of the 
country to 

encourage those who are showing an inter- 
est in the gospel. 

Worldwide Christian Travel organised the 
trip beautifully and the local Agent gave us 
virtually daily visits to ensure that every- 
thing was alright and to arrange whatever 
trips the party needed. 

Worldwide Christian Travel 
36 Coldharbour Road, 

Bristol BS6 7NA 
Tel: 0845 458 8308 
FAX: 0845 458 8307 
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BOOKS FILMS ART MUSIC 


Celebrating 40 years 
of Songs of Praise 


THIS would be an excellent 
gift for those who love the 
popular BBC television ‘Songs 
of Praise’. Songs of Praise by 
Andrew Barr (Lion, £9.99) 
looks back over the 40 years 
of the programme’s existence, 
giving behind-the-scenes 
glimpses of how the broad- 
casts were made. Each chap- 
ter takes a different theme: 
the programme’s beginning, 
the technical side, the presen- 
ters, unusual venues, the . 
music, things that went 
wrong. Kidlington gets a 
mention here, as the place 


where the congregation dis- 
solved into laughter on seeing 
a camera and its operator 
sink through a grating in the 
church floor during the 
recording. 

One of the ‘most memorable 
moments’ for the author was 
Tom Fleming’s telling of the 
story of the carpenter of 
Nazareth in an old wood- 
working shop in Amersham. 


He describes the special 
broadcast in 1988, commem- 
orating the 250th anniversary 
of John and Charles Wesley’s 
conversions (see October 
DOOR), which was made 
from three trains travelling to 
places (including Oxford) 
associated with the Wesley 
brothers, an appropriate cele- 
bration of people who trav- 
elled so much. 

The author, at one time BBC 
Scotland’s head of education 
and religious broadcasting, is 
well qualified to write as he 
was involved with the pro- 


grammes from the start. His 
wife was the first researcher, 
finding people to be inter- 
viewed. Lion has produced 
the book in their usual excel- 
lent style, with plenty of 
colour pictures and good 
value for money. 

Clare Wenham 
Clare Wenham lives near Bicester 
and works for Oxford University 
Library Service as an Editor 



Two of the diesel trains, the ‘Charles Wesley Special’ and the 
‘John Wesley Special’, which visited places associated with the 
Wesleys in 1988, to mark the 250th anniversary of their conver- 
sions. Songs of Praise was broadcast from the trains. 


Appointments for November continued from page 8 

The Revd David Hemsley, Vicar, Little Missenden to retire; The Revd David 
Lambert, Rector Chenies, Little Chalfont, Latimer and Flaunden, to become 
chaplain to Izmir, Europe; The Revd John Lewis, Honorary Assistant Curate, 
Bladon . Woodstock to become Priest with special responsibility for the Centre 
for Faith in the Work-Place, St Mark's Episcopal Church, San Antonio, USA; 
The Revd Margaret Saunders, Associate Rector, Newport Pagnell w. Lathbury 
and Moulsoe to become Team Vicar Manthorpe St John and Chaplain of 
Grantham District General Hospital, Lincoln Diocese; The Venerable Edward 
Shirras has been given permission to officiate; The Revd Nicholas Tivey, team 
Vicar, Broughton Church, to become Chaplain, HM Prison Wayland, Norwich; 
The Revd Lister Tonge, Chaplain, Community of St John the Baptist, Windsor 
to move with the community to their new home in Begbroke; The Revd Geoff 
Van der Weegen to retire as Area Dean of Woodstock; The Revd Carol 
Williams, NSM Priest in Charge of Holy Trinity, to retire. 


Real preparation for Christmas 


HERE is a book to buy now 
and have ready for 1 
December, when these ‘daily 
readings from Advent to 
Epiphany’ begin. The Heart 
of Christmas (BRF £5.99) 
by Chris Leonard will 
encourage us to take time to 
be centred on God each day, 
in a period when, ironically, 
thoughts of God are often 
pushed out in the pressure 
to celebrate his coming to 
earth to be with us. 

There is a short Bible pas- 
sage for each day, with brief 
and helpful comments from 
the author and from a vari- 
ety of other people whom 
she interviewed. Together 
they ‘explore what God says 
about the ups and downs of 



each of our lives at this time 
of year’. Easy to read, hon- 
est and relevant, this book 
will help us make a real and 
satisfying preparation for 
Christmas. 


With children in mind . . 


How They Lived in Bible Times 

by Graham Jones and Richard 
Deverell (Scripture Union 
£3.99) 

A large paperback full of 
detailed colour drawings: plen- 
ty to interest and inform chil- 
dren in the five to ten age 
range and to help those who 
lead children's groups. . 

Angel Alert! and Bible Lads 
and Dads by Brian Ogden 
(Scripture Union each £3.50) 
Stories from Old and New 
Testaments, told in a lively way 
(with cartoon-type drawings) 


for children who are beginning 
to read for themselves. 

The Angel Tree Adventure by 

Anne Thorne (Scripture Union 
£3.50) 

Matt is not sure whether he 
will like America. 'Hamburgers 
are great and the ice cream is 
wonderful. It's just that I'm 
not used to facing Unidentified 
Frying Objects for breakfast.' 
Then he meets Kim and Luke 
who show him an angel tree. 
Part of the Snapshots series 
for children aged (roughly) 
nine to 11. 


Godparents, would-be godparents and reluctant godparents 
may find help on a new website at www.egodparent.co.uk. 

Do take a look soon because they would like your comments. 


Waiting for the Lord’s return 

John Mason, a Buckinghamshire clergyman, prayed six times daily 


THE frame of his ministry was 
so heavenly, his discourse of 
spiritual things so weighty, 
that it charmed all that had 
any spiritual relish, said 
Richard Baxter of John 
Mason, clergyman and hymn- 
writer who lived in 
Buckinghamshire. He was 
first Vicar of 
Stantonbury and 
then, from 1674 
until his death in 
1694, of Water 
Stratford, a village 
about two miles from 
Buckingham. 

Mason is said to have prayed 
six times a day: twice alone, 
twice with his wife and twice 
with his family. Towards the 
end of his life he became 
absorbed with thoughts of 
Jesus’ second coming, and 
saw a vision which convinced 
him that Jesus was to come 
soon, to Water Stratford. 
Crowds began to flock to the 
village, staying for weeks in 
eager expectation of the Lord’s 
return, sharing their food and 
possessions and spending their 
time dancing and singing 
hymns. Mason became 
increasingly ill and died about 
a month later. ‘I am full of the 
lovingkindness of the Lord’ 
were his last words. 

Although he lived at a time 
before hymn-singing in 
church had become a regular 
practice, Mason was con- 
vinced of its importance: ‘Our 
blessed Saviour, immediately 


before He went out to suffer 
sang an hymn and His disci- 
ples sang with Him. After His 
ascension into heaven the 
apostles sang the praises of 
God and taught others to do 
so. After them the primitive 
Christians sang, and so must 
the Christians of this time.’ 
His 40 hymns 
published as 
Songs of Praise 
(1683) do not 
appear in the 
modern hymn 
books, although they were 
popular in Mason’s day. 
Perhaps the best known is 
‘How shall I sing that majesty’ 
which is to be found in the 
English Hymnal (1906) and 
Songs of Praise (1925): 

How shall I sing that majesty 
Which angels do admire? 

Let dust in dust and silence lie; 
Sing, sing, ye heavenly choir. 
Thousands of thousands stand 
around 

Thy throne, O God most high; 
Ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand sound 

Thy praise; but who am I? 

Thy brightness unto them 
appears. 

Whilst I thy footsteps trace; 

A sound of God comes to my 
ears. 

But they behold thy face. 

They sing because thou art their 
Sun; 

Lord, send a beam on me; 

For where heaven is but once 
begun 

There Alleluyas be. 


Hymn notes 

by Clare Wenham 


Rosehip and 
Apple Jelly 

by cookery writer Ann Way 

THIS month, at the tail end of 
Autumn you can still gather in 
fruits from the hedgerows. 

One of my favourite recipes 
using such fruits is the delicious 
Rosehip and Apple Jelly, great 
on scones and also good with 
meats. 

The Chiltem countryside is 
prolific with wild roses in June 
followed by a brilliant display 
of rosehips in the Autumn 
when the hedges are bright 
with the scarlet berries. Full of 
vitamin C they were used dur- 
ing the second World War to 
provide vitamins for children 
in the form of Rosehip Syrup, 


an alternative to orange juice. 

There is still time to gather 
some of these berries as they 
are best when they have had a 
frost on them. A good source 
is along the famous Icknield 
Way. These two paths, upper 
and lower stretch from 
Dunstable through to the 
banks of the Thames at 
Goring. The paths are among 
the oldest in Britain and part of 
the Icknield way was incorpo- 
rated in the old Roman 
Akeman Street in Tring. Many 
footpaths link the two main 
ways. I have often gathered 
berries from a footpath that 
goes from Whiteleaf over 
Pulpit Hill towards the valley 
where ‘Chequers’, the Prime 
Minster’s country retreat is 
situated. 



Ingredients 

41b Apples, cooking or wild 
hedgerow apples 
2lb Rosehips 

Sugar (use jam making sugar 
with pectin to ensure a good 
set. 

Water 

Method 

Cut up the apples roughly 
and cover with water; add an 
extra pint for the rosehips. 
Cook until soft. Put the rose- 
hips through a course mincer 


or a food processor and add 
them too the apples. Simmer 
for another ten minutes and 
then leave for about 20 min- 
utes. Pour into a jelly bag 
over a bowl and leave over 
night. 

Add 14ozs of sugar for 
every pint of liquid. Dissolve 
thoroughly and bring to the 
boil and boil rapidly for 
three minutes - or longer 
until setting point is reached, 
testing for this by taking a 
little out on to a cold saucer. 
Allow to cool and then push 
the liquid with a finger. If it 
wrinkles with a skin it should 
be ready to pot (cook on fur- 
ther if necessary, as it is 
sometimes awkward to get 
the right setting point). 


Crafts for 

Christmas'" 

Step into a Creative Wortd 
for a unique Christmas shopping expert* 
Opening times - S.OOpwn daily 

7th - 9th December 

Exhibition Centre. 


Newbury Racecourse. Berkshire. 
At the event 

Adults £5.00 Senior Citizens £4.00 
In advance 

Adults £4.50 Senior Citizens £3.50 

Hotline 01428 684494 



This 168 page book may save 
your life or that of a loved one. 
THE HEALING POWER 
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
Dr. Garrie F. Williams 
Carefully researched. Well 
documented spiritually and 
medically. True life stories of 
hope and healing. 
Christmas special ! 

Only £4.99 with free postage. 
To order phone 0208 568 5573 


Wooden Nativity Figures 

Exceptional hand crafted and 
hand painted wooden 
nativity figures and 
sets from Germany. 

Call MYRIAD 
for free brochure on 

01725517085 

www.myriadonline.co.uk 


2^IcBotmfofl 


for exclusive designs in hand-crafted 
Nursery Collections, from bedding to 
accessories; every collection unique 
also Birth & Christening 
Gift List service 

For our free brochure, please telephone 

01305 835622 



MODERN STAINED GLASS 

Modern & uplifting tradititional glass. Abstract 
designs & animal/nature portraits are specialities. 
We also have 100’s of designs from early 
Victorian to post war. 

Double glazing? Then consider our hand made 
tables with underlit stained glass tops 
Call Darkling Nog on 

01885 482992 

or visit www.leadedglass.com 


Classic Wings 



Fly over London in a vintage airliner. 
Biggies flying lessons in a Tiger Moth. 

For details of gift vouchers call: 

0870 902 6146 

www.classic-wings.uk.com 


This 168 page book may save 
your life or that of a loved one. 
THE HEALING POWER 
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
Dr. Garrie F. Williams 
Carefully researched. Well 
documented spiritually and 
medically. True life stories of 
hope and healing. 
Christmas special ! 

Only £4.99 with free postage. 
To order phone 0208 568 5573 


lo Advertise 
please ring 
David Holden on: 
01527 588021 
01527 588033 

01527 588001 


DECADE ministries 


FOR ALL AGE VISUAL IDEAS AND TALKS 
LATEST REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY PACK £5 
CHURCH YEAR WALLPLANNER 2002 £10 
SEND FOR COLOUR CATALOGUE OF VISUAL AIDS. 

Farncombe View 


NEW 

ADDRESS 


Hungerford Hill 
Lambourn , 

RG 17 8NP 01488 71077 

www.decadeministries.co.uk 






Discover 

DIVINE _J 
TRANQUILLITY 

Jr* Lincolnshire** Beautiful Churches 


Explore the churches of eastern 
Lincolnshire from your armchair with 
our six beautiful full colour Church 
Trails, including local map and tourist 
information 

Send for the free full colour 
Treasures of Lincolnshire leaflet. 

Discover the surprising secrets of our church interiors in our 48 page full 
colour book "Working Hjs Purpose Out" with a gazetteer of 50 significant 
Lincolnshire churches with map showing their period and location. 

Join a “Divine Tranquility" short break guided holiday with others for three 
^nights exploring churches and their surrounding area 

Return to Rosemary Watts, Church Tourism Network Officer, Church House, 

The Old Palace, Lincoln LN2 1PU - Tel:01522 529241 


Name 


Address 


Postcode 


Copies of Church Trails (£3.95 he. p&p) j 
~2 Shod Brea* Hoiday Leaflet (free) 


Cheque enclosed for £ 


oapy/tes "Working Hs Purpose Out* (£4.50 inc. p&p) 
Treasures of Lincolnshire leaflet (free) 

(payable to LDTBF Ltd.) I 
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Reaching out the hand of Christ 

Leprosy still carries a dreadful stigma and there are 
half a million new cases a year. Jill Fuller describes the 
valuable work of the Leprosy Mission. 


Committing the game to Jesus 

Church football leagues provide lots of fun and also an excellent Christian witness. Winning is great but taking part 
is what really matters 'That can take some believing when a team lets in ten goals on a cold January morning!' says 
Richard Eteson, chairman of the Chiltern Church Junior Football League, who writes . . . 


THE story of Christ reaching 
out to touch the leper is 
familiar but few realise that 
half a million new cases of 
leprosy are still diagnosed 
every year. The Leprosy 
Mission, whose logo depicts 


Christ reaching out to the lep- 
rosy sufferer, was founded in 
1874 by the partnership of 
two newly weds Wellesley 
and Alice Bailey. In partner- 
ship with their friends from 
their home town of Dublin 
they raised £600 to found 
‘The Mission of Lepers’ as it 
was then called. 

Worldwide 

Today The Leprosy Mission 
works in 28 countries. As 
well as its own hospitals and 
programmes it works in part- 
nership with churches, volun- 
tary organisations and inter- 
national agencies to minister 
to leprosy sufferers. Leprosy 
is caused by a bacillus but 
today it can be completely 
cured by multi-drug therapy. 
However, if neglected, the 
bacillus damages nerves and 
tendons particularly those in 
the hands and feet and 
around the eyes. Hands and 
feet lose feeling and so unfelt 


injuries can result in severe 
ulceration, bone infection and 
possibly amputation. 

Rehabilitation 

Leprosy still carries dreadful 
stigma. It can mean loss of 


jobs and exclusion from fami- 
ly and community. TLM 
health educators travel, often 
in remote areas, to aid early 
diagnosis and prevent disfig- 
urement. TLM hospitals offer 
treatment and reconstructive 
surgery. The Mission also 
provides vocational training 
and rehabilitation pro- 
grammes, thereby restoring a 
sense of independence and 
dignity. Craft work of former 
patients is sold through the 
trading arm of TLM. 

Partnership in care 

How can you become a part of this 
partnership in care? Stella Bristow 
(01608 810926) and Jill Fuller 
(01865 872224) who job share as 
Area Organisers for Oxfordshire, 
Berks , Bucks and Wiltshire would 
be delighted to come and share 
more of the work of TLM perhaps 
as part of your parish response to 
the needs of the world in Sharing 
Life. We look forward to future 
partnerships. 


FOOTBALL has never been 
more popular amongst 
Christians in the Chiltern 
area claims Phil Gordon, the 
Chairman of the Chiltern 
Church Football League 
(CCFL). 

Running for around 12 
years and affiliated to the 
Berks and Bucks Football 
Association, the CCFL con- 
sists of 21 teams representing 
churches of all denominations 
mainly around Wycombe, but 
also from Marlow, 
Maidenhead and Oxford. 
There are three divisions with 
two from each being promot- 
ed and relegated each season. 

‘The League rules state that 
each team must be made up of 
a majority of Christians from 
the represented Church’ Phil 
told us. ‘But all the teams have 
a large proportion of friends 
who have no Church connec- 
tion. Before each match both 
teams gather round the centre 
circle and commit the match 
to Jesus. This proves to be 
quite a witness.’ 

‘As with most football the 
matches are played whole- 
heartedly, but usually with a 
better attitude. Frequently ref- 
erees comment on how much 
they enjoy officiating for CCFL 
matches’ said Phil. 

Part of the purpose of the 
league is to provide a platform 
for ‘men to be men’ both social- 
ly and sportingly. Hopefully 
those who are not Christians 
can see, in an unthreatening 
environment, some of what it 
means to have a relationship 
with God. For those who 
already do it is good to be in the 
company of others. 

Clearly the onus is on behav- 
iour. After each match the refer- 
ee marks points for each teams 
sportsmanship on his results 
card and at the end of each sea- 
son the team with the best 
marks is awarded the Dean 


Ward sportsmanship trophy. 

As well as the league itself 
there* is a League Cup. The 
league encourages the teams to 
invite their church congrega- 
tions to come and watch the 
final - making it the flagship 
event of the season. Last season 
it was played at Adams Park, 
the home of Wycombe 
Wanderers, between Oakridge 
Baptist and St Clements, 


Oxford. Oakridge were wor- 
thy winners. 

The adult league proved so 
successful that in 1993 a 
junior league was formed. 
This provides children with 
the opportunity to play com- 
petitive football on a 
Saturday morning. 

We are told that more chil- 
dren than ever are playing foot- 
ball. The Football Association 
claims that the game has never 
been stronger at grassroots 
level. The problem is that 
Christian parents find that the 
vast majority of leagues com- 
pete on Sunday mornings, 
causing inevitable conflict with 
their soccer daft kids. 


The league now consists of 
12 churches with teams play- 
ing across an age range of eight 
to 16. Rule changes from the 
FA in recent years have meant 
that boys and girls under 11 
years of age play in seven a side 
games, on a reduced size pitch 
with smaller goals. The days of 
22 boys running around a full 
size pitch in a pack after the 
ball are over! Apart from the 


league, each age group has a 
cup competition. It was a great 
thrill for the boys who played 
in the cup finals of the various 
ages to play at a ‘real’ ground 
like Chesham United as they 
did on the finals day in May. 

As with the adult league, 
the witness angle is key. 
Those involved try to ensure 
that all connected with the 
Chiltern Church Junior 
Football League keep its sig- 
nificance in proportion. The 
aim is for boys who are con- 
nected to the churches to 
enjoy themselves on a 
Saturday morning. Winning 
is great, but taking part is 
what really matters. That 


can take some believing 
when a team lets in ten goals 
on a cold January morning! 
But God gave us the wonder- 
ful gift of sport and through 
it we hope that we can learn 
values that will serve us in 
our wider lives. Values such 
as honesty, fairness and trust. 

Football is a fun game and 
also an excellent witness to 
those from outside the group 


of churches. The develop- 
ment of both the adult and 
junior leagues has now meant 
that for many the first contact 
with the church is through v 
football. By playing (and 
watching!) in the right spirit it 
can say much about the 
churches that are represented. 


•Fixtures and results for adult and 
junior leagues can be found at: 
www.yellowjersey.co.uk For further 
information about entering a 
church league or joining a team: 

Adult league: Chairman: Phil Gordon 
01865 204260; Secretary: Dominic Birch 
01628 770947 

Junior League: Chairman: Richard 
Eteson 01494 438221 Secretary: Dave 
Putman 01494 459878 


Pray for World Mission at St Andrewstide 

Traditionally the Church has used this time of the year around St 
Andrew' Day (30 November) to pray for world mission. The mis- 
sion agencies of the Church of England produce a a leaflet to help 
churches in this task. It includes worship material and information 
about mission agencies and is available from: Partnership in 
World Mission, Partnership House, 157 Waterloo Road, London 
SE1 8XA (send sae) or as a PDF file from pwm@c-of-e.org.uk 



Rehabilitation clients receive their cattle from a TLM worker 



FINALS DAY for the Junior League at Chesham United’s Ground, ft’s not all about winning but it’s nice to get your hands on a trophy! 





Wedding and 
Bridesmaid Dresses 



Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 

Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children's and Adults from £50) 
Large stock available for viewing 

Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at 
Discount ftices 


Telephone: 

Jennie's Bridal Wear 

Reading (0118) 9508959 


TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL ft FAX: (01865) 722022 

Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods • Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



BUTLIN HOUSE 
BLETCHLEY 
NURSING AND 
RESIDENTIAL HOME 


Run by Printers’ Charitable Corporation 

Vacancies for retired printers and their 
close relatives, also others with funding. 

24 hour nursing care, all rooms en-suite 
facilities. Communal louge and dining room. 
To arrange appointment and receive 
brochure 


please phone 01908 376049 

Reg Charity No. 208882 
www.printerscharitablecorporation.co.uk 


The inscription of the charge 
against him read, “The King of 
the Jews”.’ Mark 15:26 


ON November 25th, the last 
Sunday before Advent, the 
Church marks a festival simply 
called ‘Christ the King’. It 
rounds off the Christian year 
and perhaps is intended to fin- 
ish our reflection on the life and 
ministry of Jesus on a suitably 
high note. And in the ancient 
world you couldn’t get much 
higher than a king - not a mod- 
em, constitutional monarch, 
strictly limited in power and cir- 
cumscribed by elected assem- 
blies and officers, but an 
absolute rulei; who made and 
administered the law himself. 
All his subjects could bring to 
him were their humble requests 
and their total worship. 

I suppose our modem picture 
of Jesus sits uncomfortably with 



by David Winter 


THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 


that model. While we recognise 
that the fundamental Christian 
confession is ‘Jesus is Lord’ we 
tend to emphasise his gende- 
ness, kindness and grace rather 
than the authority which so 
impressed his contemporaries. 
‘He taught them’ - the Sermon 
on the Mount ends - ‘with 
authority, unlike the scribes’. It 
was by this authority that he 
claimed power to forgive sins 


Canon David Winter is a 

broadcaster and author of many 
books including his autobiography 
Winter’s Tale (Lion, £7.99) of which 
an extract appears on page 5. 


and even to reinterpret, if not 
largely re-write, the traditional 
Law. Yet as we have followed 
his story through the year 
(through the eyes of Luke, in the 
cycle of readings we are now 
offered) we can hardly have 
missed that same authority, 
even at his trial - indeed even on 
the cross itself, where he spoke 
forgiveness to his executors and 
to the penitent thief. 

Here is love, indeed, but it is 
strong love, bom not of a desire 
to be liked or even loved, but 
from a nature that reflects his 
Father’s character. Here, in 
other words, is a king in truth - 
the ‘King of Love’ as the hymn 
calls him. It was his obedience 
even to death on the cross that 
brought this greatest of all hon- 
ours, the ‘name that is above 
every name’ (Philippians 2:9). 
And it is to that crucified 
‘Servant King’ that every knee 
will one day bow. 
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